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INTRODUCTIOMi 



At that period of our history, when the Clergy of 
the Churcli of England, were deprived of their 
revenues, their rank, and their privileges; they 
disdained either to retract, to palliate, or to apola^^ 
gise for, their opinions. If any person irho advo« 
cated their return to povi'er, had required from them 
a " distinct explanatory statement of the doctrines, 
and opinions, of the Episcopalians of the Church of 
England ;" they would have scorned the expedient of 
submitting to the Presbyterian Republicans of their 
time, any long, labored, studied declaration. They 
would have triumphantly appealed to their well-known 
Articles of Religion, to the Book of Common Prayer, 
and to the Book of Homilies, as to the undoubted, 
and authorised expositions of their faith. To these, 
indeed, the Clergy have Uniformly and successfully 
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relerrecl, in every attack upon their Cliurcli, whether 
by the Puritan, the Romanist, or the Sectarian.* 

If the advocates of tlic Church of Rome had re- 
sorted to this plan, wlien Mr. Wilniot Morton de- 
manded of tlie Roman Catliohc Body, an explicit 
statement of their religious opinions ; the country 
woukl have been more satisfied with their reply. 
The Bishops who have signed the declaration, which 
has been so unblushingly, and extensively circulated, 
have sworn to the truth of certain doctrines. They 
have promised true obedience to the Roman Pontiff, 
as the Successor of St. Peter, and Vicar of Jesus 
Christ; and to receive all things defined, delivered, 
and declared by the Holy Canons, and General 
Councils, and more especially by the Council of 
Trent. They have solemnly declared, that they will 
preserve, defend, increase, and advance, the rights, 
the honors, the privileges, and authority of the 
Church of Rome, and of their Lord the Pope.f 
We have been accustomed to assert, and that pvh^ 



* Dr Gaiiden's "Church Complaints;'* Thomdyke*s Epilogue 
to the Church of England; many of Hammond's Works, and of 
Bishop Taylor, were published in the time of the Commonwealth. 
Bishop Taylor's Preface to his Apology for Liturgies, is one of 
the most eloquent compositions of that day. I shall only crave 
leave, he says, that I may remember Jerusalem, and call to mind 
the pleasures of the Temple, the order of her services, the beauty 
of her buildings, the sweetness of her songs, the decency of her 
ministrations, the assiduity and economy of her Priests and Le- 
vites, and the eternal firtf of devotion, that went not out by day, 
nor by night: these were the pleasures of our peace, and there 
is a remanent felicity in the very memory of those spiritual de- 
lights, &c. &c. &c. 

t See the Creed of Pope Pius, published by Mr Butler — the 
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Ikl^, and repeatedli/, that these oaths hiclude 7nant/ 
things which are detrimental to the security of a 
Protestant state. We therefore refuse to grant tliem 
political power. Their own partizans, under these 
circumstances, require an authentic Exposition of 
their faith. Why then do they not produce the 
Creeds, and Canons, and Councils to which they have 
sworn ? Why do they not appeal to their acknow- 
ledged formularies, alone, for their confession of 
faith ? They present us with a paper called a De- 
claration. They neither tell us if it is a Declaration, 
of tlieir religious, or of their political opinions — whe- 
ther it expresses all, or part — whether it is the sum- 
mary of faith, entertained by the whole of the Romish 
body — or of those only, who have affixed to it their 
signature. It is neither sanctioned by the Pope, nor 
approved by foreign Universities. It appeals neither 
to Councils, nor Canons, nor Fathers. It is sup- 
ported by no quotations from their written creeds, or 
from their solemn oaths, or from their offices of re- 
ligion — from their breviary, their missal, or their 
ritual. We have no proof whatever, that if this 
Declaration were to be regarded by the govern- 
ment of the country, as a complete 5nd satisfactory 
statement of the opinions entertained by the mem- 
bers of the Church of Rome, that it is an autho- 
rised confession of faith, irrepealable by the Head 



-f» 



Oath of a Roman Catholic Priest— and the Oath of a Roman 
Catholic Bishop, in the Report of the Lordb' Committee of En- 
quiry into the state of Ireland, 
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of their Church, if He should at any time think 
proper to exercise the power with which the Ro- 
manists believe him to be vested, — the power of the 
dommium altum, or the right of providing for ex- 
traordinary cases, by extraordinary acts of autho- 
rity.* The Declaration, therefore, appears to many, 
and to me among the number, to be utterly unworthy 
of notice. It is incompetent to its object, and unsa- 
tisfactory in its statements. As others, however, have 
not considered it deserving of this severe condemna- 
tion, I very unwillingly impose upon myself the task 
of reviewing it throughout ; and of exhibiting its de- 
lusiveness, by comparing it with tne acknowledged 
creeds and catechisms, which are the best, and ac- 
credited authorities of the Church of Rome. 

That the reader may more easily follow me 
through the examination of this singular document, 
I reprint the Declaration ; and reply, as briefly as pos- 
sible, to each of its paragraphs, in their order, as they 
are respectively numbered. I have patiently, and 
anxiously waited, in the hope that some other person, 
who has more leisure, and is better qualified than I 
am, would have undertaken this oiBce, on the plan 
which appears most adviseable ; and thus have reliev- 
ed me from this ungrateful duty. I have waited in 
vain. The indolence of Protestants is the greatest en- 
couragement of Romanism ; and in the present instance, 
silence would be weakness, and forbearance a crime. 



* See Mr Butler's Worki, toL iu, p. 17, and the Remarks of 
Dr. Phillpotts, 2nd edition, p. 305. 
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Declaration of the Catholic Bishops, the Vicars 
Apostolic and their Coadjutors in Great Bri- 
tain J with a Review of the same, paragraph 
by paragraph. 
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1. Wh£n we consider the misrepresentations of the Catholic re- 
ligion, which are so industriously and widely propagated in this 
country, we are filled with astonishment. But our astonishment 
subsides, when we call to mind, that the character of Christ him- 
self was misrepresented: he was charged with blasphemy, with 
breaking the labbatb, and with forbidding tribute to be paid to 
Csesar:* — that the apostles and disciples of Christ were misre- 
presented, — they were charged with speaking blasphemous words 
against Moses and against God, with exciting sedition, and with 
many other grievous offences entirely devoid of proof,t and that 
misrepresentation was the general lot of Christians in the first 
ages of the church. The primitive Christians were first calum- 
niated and held up to public contempt, and then persecuted and 
deprived, not only of their eivil rights and privileges, but of their 
property, and even of their very lives. They were charged with 
idolatry, with horrid cruelties, and other flagitious crimes, even 
in their religious worship. In a word, their whole religion was 
described as a system of folly and superstition, grounded on no 
one rational principle. 

* Matt. xxvi. SSl Mark iii. 22. John ix. 16. Luke xxUL 2. 
+ Acts vi. 11— xxiv. 5— XXV. 7. 

1. The Catholic Religion, as this Preamble states, 
has suffered no misrepresentation ; and the Roman 
Catholic Religion is most severely censured, vi^here it is 
most accurately described. In the face of my coun- 
try, and of the world, I repeat the accusations, the 
truth of which are demonstrated by all history, — that 
the Faith of the Church of Rome, is detrimental to 
morality ; as it teaches, — that the future happiness of 
its Members depends, in some measure, upon the 
money of their surviving friends— it is detrimental to 
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true religion ; as it gives to others, tlie honor which 
belongs to God alone — it is detrimental to civil and 
religious liberty; because the assumed dominion of 
the Bishop of Rome, has ever been hostile to the 
privileges of a Protestant people, and to the Prero- 
gatives of a Protestant Sovereign. From the former 
it takes away the freedom of opinion ; and from the 
latter, his political supremacy. These are our char- 
ges against the Romanists, and they are well found- 
ed. The censures with which we condemn them are 
deserved : and they are therefore unlike to, and not 
to be compared with, those, which were brought 
against Moses, and Christ, and the Primitive Chris- 
tians. But these latter were misrepresented, and there- 
fore, forsooth, Rome is misrepresented. As well may 
the convicted felon declare, that the witnesses who 
prove his crime, the jury who condemns, and the judge 
who pronounces sentence, are alike guilty of misre- 
presentation. History is their accuser, the nation 
their jury, the legislature their judge. They are sen- 
tenced to exclusion from power, and we will not re- 
tract the decision. 



2. St. Justin and Tertullian, in their Apologies for the Chris- 
tian religion, endeavoured to dispel these misrepresentations, by 
exhibiting the real doctrines and precepts, and explaining some 
of the sacred rites of the Christian religion. They showed that 
these injurious misrepresentations were, in many instances, the 
inventions of men, who, unable to withstand the evidences of the 
divine establishment of Christianity, endeavoured to excite pre- 
judices against it in the minds of the people, by holding out its 
doctrines as absurd and impious, and its professors as the causes 
of every public calamity. 

2. We desire nothing more sincerelj^, than that the 
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Romanists would follow the example of Justin, and 
Tertullian ; and dispel all supposed misrepresen- 
tations, by a fair, candid, and manly exposition of 
the real doctrines, and precepts, which are incul- 
cated by the Romish Church. We exempt ourselves 
from the very possibility of incurring the reproach of 
*• endeavouring to excite prejudices, in the minds of 
the people," by quoting, their own books. From 
their own pages, from the decrees of Popes, from the 
decisions of Councils, we demonstrate their doctrines, 
to be absurd, and impious; and the accusations, 
which are brought against them, to be just, and true. 

3. St. Aagustin complained of the cakirfinies which were circu- 
lated against the Catholic church, by the Manicheans and Do- 
natists in his age. He humbly confessed and lamented, that he 
himself had employed the same weapons against the church, when 
he was attached to the former of these sects,* and acknowledged 
thtit he then blindly, and rashly, and falsely, accused the Catho" 
lic church of doctrines and opinions which, he was at length con- 
vinced, she never taught, believed, or held. 

* Gaudens erebui ; non me tot annos adversus CathoUcam fidem, scd contra car- 
nalium oo^tationam flgmenta latrasse. 

3. St. Augustin never identified, the Church of 
Rome, with the Church of Christ, as the authors of 
this third paragraph, have insidiously done. When 
he was convinced of his former errors, he became a 
Member of the true Catholic Church ; the opinions^ 
and doctrines of which, have been often proved to be 
materially different from those which were afterwards 
established by the Council of Trent.* 



* See Bishop Jewel's Works— Faber's Difficulties of Romao:- 
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4^ The Catholics of Great Britain have to lament and to cofft-* 
plain that the doctnnes and religious rites which, as Catholics, 
they are taught hy their church to belieTe and observe, have been 
long grossly misconceived and misrepresented in this country, 
to the great injury of their religious character and temporal in- 
terests. 

4. By reviewing this Declaration throughout, I per- 
ceive that I shall be sometimes compelled to tautolo- 
gy. The doctrines of the Church of Rome, I again 
affirm, have not been misconceived, nor misrepre- 
sented. There is, on the contrary, a general dispo- 
sition, to palliate, apologise, and excuse, all that 
Home has done, or taught. A powerful body in 
the State have made the repeal of the laws of our 
fathers, a question of party, and a trial of political 
strength — and they refuse to give credit to one-tenth 
of the records of history, or even to the professions 
of feith by the Romanists, in their own written creeds, 

5. They are persuaded that many, who are opposed to them on 
account of their religion, suppose, \vithout inquiry, that theCatho' 
lie church really teaches all that she is reported by her adversa- 
ries to teach ; and imagine that she is responsible for every ab- 
surd opinion entertained, and for every act of superstition per- 
formed, by every individual who bears the name of Catholic. 

5. The Church of Rome teaches the Creed of Pope 
Pius, and defends it by the authority of the Council of 
Trent. Its most inveterate enemies can say but one 
thing worse concerning it — which is — that this Church 
has practised, all which it professes to believe. Every 



ism — Bingham's Antiquities — Cave's Primitive Christianity, or 
Brewster's Abridgment — and many others, who have fully de- 
monstrated the essential variations between the pure primitive 
Church and the Church of Rome. 
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Ciiurch, ami scict, and party, has been more or less 
honoi^ed, or disgraced, by superstitious zealots. W^e 
do not therefore consider the Roman Church as 
— " responsible, for every absurd opinion entertain- 
ed" — by its members, unless that opinion is evidently 
sjinctioned by its written creeds. Regicide, rebellion, 
and even murder, have, at various times, as I have fully 
proved elsewhere, been justified by the authorities} 
doctors, and canons of the Church of Rome. Sir, said 
a notorious tliief to a Magistrate, before the prmcipal 
witness had been called to convict him t there is a 
person who iiitends to libel me, pray do not believe 
him. Such is the conduct not only of tlie signers of 
this Declaration, but of the Romanist party in gene* 
ral. They kno\v the fallacy of their statements : and 
they fill their declarations, with maledictionsy and 
forebodingSj of the approaching libeller. 

6. We hope that all who are aoitnated with a lore of tnttb, wmk 
with sentiments of Christian charity, will he disposed wHika^y t»9 
listen to the sincere declarations of their Catholic feilow-coun- 
Ujmenr and will never imputtf to their relisioft, pnBciplei or 
practices which, as Catholics, thej do not hold or observe, and 
which their charch condemns as errors or abuses* 

6. I assert without aifectationj that this paragraph 
is especially applicable to myself. I can fearlessly 
declare, as in the presence of the Almighty, that I 
am animated with a love of truth. '* No partial pur- 
pose"* incites me to the opposition which I believe 



♦ ** To chase each partisil purpose, from his breast^^' 

Akshsume* 
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it to be the bounden duty of every Protestant to 
make, to the progress of Popery ; aiid to the deve- 
lopement of its real principles — 

" Ask you the provocation which I had, 
" The strong antipathy of good to bad." 

Yet I despise the insidious wording of this sixth 
paragraph. Protestants are always willing to listen 
to the sincere declarations of their Romanist fellow- 
country-men ; and they scorn to impute to them either 
principles, or practices, which the Church of Rome 
condemns, or which they cannot convict them of ob- 
serving. 

7. In this hope and persuasion, the British Catholics have made 
repeated declarations of their religious doctrines, and have shewn, 
they trust to the satisfaction of all who have paid attention to 
them, that they hold no religious principles, and entertain no 
opinions flowing from those principles, that are not perfectly 
consistent with the sacred duties which, as Christians, they owe 
to Almighty God ; with all the civil duties which, as subjects, 
they owe to their sovereign and the constituted civil government 
of their country; and with all the social duties which, as citizens, 
they owe to their fellow-subjects, whatever may be their reli- 
gious creed. 

7. The declarations of the Romanists are inconsis- 
tent with the decrees of their Church : and therefore, 
they are unsatisfactory. Till these are repealed by 
adequate authority, we can place no confidence in the 
assertions, of some few of its members. The same uni- 
ted authority of the Pope and a general council, which 
. originally established the creeds and doctrines of the 
Romanists, can alone, absolve them from their faith. 
If I call myself a Member of the Church of England, 
my faith is to be found in the thirty-nine Articles 
which I profess to believe. Were my opinions doubt- 
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ful, or distrusted, or were I to publish a long declara- 
tion to assure the people, that they were mistaken in 
their notions respecting them, they would naturally 
refer to these articles of my belief. By the same rule 
we would judge of the Romanists, who have signed 
this Declaration. 



8. They had flattered themselves that the numerous and uni- 
form expositions of their religious doctrines, given in public pro- 
fessions of the Catholic faith, in Catholic catechisms, in various 
authentic documents, and in declarations confirmed by their so- 
lemn oaths, would have abundantly sufficed to correct all misre- 
presentations of their real tenets. 

8. I am about to appeal to the authentic documents 
which may be here alluded to. If it can be shewn 
that the solemn oaths of the Romanists, contradict 
the creeds to which they have sworn, we shall be 
justified in refusing to place reliance on oaths, which 
Bre at variance with their religious tenets. 



9. But they have to regret, that some grievous misconceptions, 
regarding certain points of Catholic doctrine, are, unhappily, still 
found to exist in the minds of many, whose good opinion they 
value, and whose good-will they wish to conciliate. To their 
grief they hear, that, notwithstanding all their declarations to the 
contrary, they are still exhibited to the public as men, holding 
the most erroneous, unscriptural^ and unreasonable doctrines- 
grounding their faith on human authority, and not on the word 
of God — as enemies to the circulation and to the reading of the 
Holy Scriptures — as guilty of idolatry in the sacrifice of the mass, 
in tne adoration, as it is called, of the Virgin Mary, and in the 
worship of the saints, and of the images of Christ and of the 
saints; and as guilty of superstition in invoking the saints, and 
in praying for the souls in purgatory ;-*as usurping a divine 
power of (or^ving sins, and imposing the yoke of confession on 
the people — as giving leave to commit sin by indulgences — as 
despising the obligation of an oath — as dividing their allegiance 
between their King and the Pope — as claiming the property of 
^be cburch establi^ment — as holding the uncharitable doctrine 
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of excluiive salvation, and as maintaining that faith is not to be 
kept with heretics. 

9. With grief^ equal to that professed by the Apos-^ 
tolic Vicars, I lament the necessity of still persisting 
to exhibit the Romanists to the public, as men << hold- 
ing the most erroneous, unscriptural, and unreason- 
able doctrines — as grounding their faith on human 
authority, and not on the word of God — as enemies 
to the circulation, and to tlie reading of the Holy 
Scriptures — as guilty of idolatry in the sacrifice of the 
mass, in the adoration, as it is called, of the Virgin 
Mary, and in the worship of the saints, and of the 
images of Christ and of the saints : and as guilty of 
superstition in invoking the saints, and in praying 
for the souls in purgatory; — as usurping a divine 
power of forgiving sins, and imposing the yoke of 
confession on the people — as giving leave to commit 
sin by indulgences — as despising the obligation of an 
oath — as dividing their allegiance between their king 
and tl>e pope — as claiming the property of the church 
establishment — as holding the uncharitable doctrine 
c^ exclusive salvation, and as maintaining that faith 
i$ not to be kept with heVetic3«" These are the ac-^ 
cusations, which in the course of these pages 1 shall 
l^ndeavor to substantiate. They are the doctrines 
which the Church of Rome teaches — for which an 
honest Romanist would be willing to die, and which 
can only be palliated and explained away in thus 
eountry ; where, we may thank Ood, the Church of 
Rome has no authority, to punish even its own erring 
members. 
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10. We are at a loss to conceive, why the holding ofcertain re^- 
ligious doctrines, which have no connection with civil or social 
duties, whether those doctrines are taken in the sense in which 
they are misconstrued by others, or in the sense in which they 
are uniformly understood by Catholics, should be made a sub- 
ject of crtmination against British Catholics, by those who as- 
sume to themselves liberty of thinking what they please, in 
matters of religious belief. It is difficult to understand, why 
doctrines purely religious, in no wise affecting the duties which 
Catholics owe to their sovereign or to civil society, should be 
brought for5»ard at all when the question relates only to the civil 
rights and privileges which they claim as British subjects, it is 
much to be wished that those who declaim against what they 
call the errors and superstitions of popery, would first learn from 
Catholics themselves, by inquiry, what their real doctrines are 
on the points above alluded to, and in what sense Catholics un- 
decstand the terms by which their doctrines are expressed. They 
would perhaps find that they have been hitherto contending, not 
against the Catholic faith, but against the fictions of their own 
imaginations, or against their own misconstructions of the lan^ 
guage of the Catholic church. 

10. What can those religious opinions be, which 
have no connexion with civil, or social duties? 
Christianity is the basis of public morality. It is 
true we all claim a liberty of thinkings as we please ; 
but we do not claim the liberty of actings as we 
please* If opinions never lead to injurious actions, 
the state does wrong to legislate concerning them. 
If, however, we have found by experience that certain 
opinions, have uniformly been made the motives to 
injurious actions ; the state is imperiously required td 
take charge of the common weal, by depriving the 
inaintainers of such opinions, of the opportunity, 
and even of the possibility, of injuring the people. 
:A conscientious Quaker cannot with propriety be 
entrusted with the command of a powerful army — 
a consQientious Romanist cannot be entrusted with 
the superintendence over a Protestant Church, in 
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a Protestant Government, Did the persons who 
drew up this Declaration, imagine, that the Protest- 
ants had lost their senses, when they ventured to in- 
sult them, by asserting that " the doctrines purely re- 
ligious" of the Church of Rome, in no wise affected 
the duties ; which the Romanists " owe to their So- 
vereign, or to civil society ?" They well know, that 
they have been debarred from their supposed rights, 
because their religious doctrines, have uniformly in- 
fluenced their political conduct. I say their suppo^ 
sed rights : for no man, in a state of society, has any 
rights, but those which the law gives him. If there 
be any privilege, too, which may more especially be 
considered as the gift of the law, and not as a common 
right ; it is the privilege of holding power in the state. 
The noble Whigs of the Revolution in 1688, de- 
serve a statue of gold for their undaunted boldness, 
and for their successful perseverance, till they estab- 
lished this immutable principle ; that power is a trust 
Jor the benefit of the people^ in general ; and not for 
the advantage of those in whom it is invested. Ex- 
perience has taught us, that a Protestant people could 
not be benefitted, by entrusting to Romanists, the 
power, and authority of government. 

I am about to comply with the wish which is ex- 
pressed, in the latter part of this paragraph ; and to 
enquire, from the creeds, and canons of the Church 
of Rome, " the real doctrines" of the signers of this 
Declaration, and the sense " of the terms, by which 
their doctrines are expressed." 

U. Though we might refer to former expositions of the faith 
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of Catholics^ which we deem amply sufficient to correct the mis- 
conceptions, and to refute the misrepresentations of our doc- 
trines; yet, it having been stated to us, that by publishing, at the 
present time, a plain and correct declaration of our real tenets, 
on those points which are still so miich misrepresented, or mis- 
conceived, a better understanding may be established among hit 
Majesty's subjects, and the advancement of religion and charity 
may be effected ; hence, we, the undersigned Catholic Bishops, 
the Vicars Apostolic and their Coadjutors in Great Britain, have 
thought it our duty to publish the following declaration, in the 
hope, that it will be received by all who read it, with the same 
love of truth, and the same good-will, with which it is given. 

11. I willingly comply also with the request, with 
which this paragraph is concluded. I receive the De- 
claration with " the same love of truth, and with the 
same good will," with which it is given. It has however 
failed in correcting any supposed misconception, or in 
refuting any supposed misrepresentation, of the doc- 
trines of the Church of Rome. I have been actuated 
by a desire to serve my country, by enquiring into the 
causes for which so large a portion of my fellow-sub- 
jects, were at first, and still continue to be, excluded, 
from many privileges, to which they would be other- 
wise justified in aspiring, by their rank, talents, in- 
fluence, wealth, and station. Most heartily should I 
rejoice, if these objections no longer existed ; and if 
the wall of partition, between the Protestant, and the 
Romanist, could be tiirown down for ever. 



SECTION I. 

X)n ike General Character of the Doctrines of FdUh profened by 

the Catholic Church. 

Such is the title to this Section. I must protest, 
for reasons, which I have elsewhere assigned, against 
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the use of the word <^ Catholic ;" as the proper de^ 
signation of the Church of Rome. 

1. The doctrines of the CalhoUc Church mm often diarMler* 
bed as erroneous, unscripturai, and unreasomibU, 

1. The doctrines of the Catholic Churchy are. 
characterized by Deists alone, as erroneous^ unscrijH 
turaly and unreasonable. The doctrines of the Rp<« 
man Catholic Church have been considered all these 
by Protestants ; and even more than these, as idol^ 
atrous and absurd. The impartiality with which 
I am about to enter upon my present examination 
of those doctrines, will prove that I am willing to 
retract this reproach ; if it shall not be supported upon 
sufficient authority. 

2. All those doctrines, and only those doctrines, are artkles of 
Catholic faith which are revealed by Almighty God. 

5. Whatsoever is revealed by God, who knows all things^asthey 
are in themselves, and who cannot deceive us, by teaching false- 
hood for truth, is most tme and certain ; though it may entirdy 
surpass the comprehension of created minds. 

2, 3c ^. To the whole of these two pai*agrapbs^ 
every Protestant will most cordially assent. 



4. On the authority of divine revelation, the Catholic believes, 
as doctrines of faith, that in one God there are three distinct per- 
sons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost; that Jesus Christ, 
who died on the cross for the salvation of all mankind, is the 
second person of the Blessed Trinity, true God and tme Man ; 
that there is no remission of sin^ nor salvation but through him ; 
that the sacraments of baptism and penance are divinely appoint- 
^ means for the remission of sin ; that in the mass» a true» proi^ 
per, and propitiatory sacrifice is offered to God for the living and 
the dead ; that the souls detained in purgatory are helped by the 
siifFrages of the faithful; that the saints r^gning togetfter with 
Christ, are to be honoured and invocated : that at the last day 
out bo^es will be raised from death, and diat Christ wHI cone 



to judge all inen according to their works; that eternal happi^ 
ness will be the reward of the good, and eternal miiery the pun- 
ishment of the wicked. 

4. This paragraph presents a curious mixture of 
Romanism, and Christianity, both of which are con- 
founded together, as equally established upon Divine 
Revelation. But the Protestant and the Romanist 
assign very diflferent meanings to the word " Revela- 
tion." The Protestant understands by it, " the Old 
and New Testament :" the Romanist understands by it 
— the Old, and New Testaments — Tradition* — and 
the asserted revelations of many supposed saints, which 
Kave been sanctioned by the Popes, and supported by 
pretended miracles, before the imagmed saint was ca- 
nonized. Instead, therefore, of classing all the tenets 
which are here mentioned, as the doctrines of Catholics, 
founded on divine Revelation, it is necessary to discri- 
minate, and to read the words in this manner — " On 
the authority of divine Revelation given in the Scrip- 
tures alone, the Protestant Catholic believes, that in 
one God, &c. &c. &c." — and—-" on the authority of 
divine Revelation, given either in the Scriptures, by 



* Perspiciens hanc veritatera et disciplinam contineri in libfts 
scriptis, et sine scripto traditionibus ; quse ipsius Christi ore ab 
apostolis acceptse» aut ab ipsis apostolis, Spiritu sancto dictante, 
quasi per manus traditae, ad Vos usque pervenerunt ; orthodoxo- 
rum fratrum exempla secuti, omnes libros tarn veteris quam novi 
Test, cum utriusque unus Deus sit auctor, nee non traditiones 
ipsas, turn ad fidem, turn ad mores pertinentes, tanquam vel ore 
tenus a Chritto, vel a Spiritu sancto dictatat, et continua tucceS" 
none in Eecletid CathoUca conservaiat, pari pietatis afiectu, ap 
reverenda, suscipet, et veneratur^siquis autem traditiones pna 
dictas sciens, et prudens, conteoipserit anathema sit.— Cotfo^. 
Trid, Sett, ir. p. 1! . 

9 
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' tradition, or by some other sources of communicationy 
the Roman Catholic believes, that in the Mass, &€• 
&c. &c." 

By attending to this distinction, we separate the 
Protestant, from the Romanist opinions. 

5. If these, and other doctrines of Catholic faith, are really re- 
vealed by Almighty God, they are not erroneous, but most true 
and certain — they are not unscripturRl, but agreeable to the true 
sense of the written word of God — the belief of them is not un- 
reasonable, because it is reasonable to believe whatever is true, 
and taught by the God of truth, 

5. We acknowledge the validity of this inference. 
If the doctrines in question, are "really revealed" by 
the Almighty, then, they are not unscriptural ; for a 
Divine Being cannot be opposed to himself. But we 
know that many of them, are not revealed in the Old 
and New Testament, and we believe that they have 
not been revealed from any other source, because they 
are unscriptural. It is therefore unreasonable to 
believe, that they are taught by the God of truth. 

6. The Catholic is fully persuaded that all the articles of hit 
faith are really revealed by Almighty God. 

6. By the word " Catholic," is here meant, Ro- 
manist, who believes that the articles of his faith are 
really revealed, as I have already said, from other 
sources, than from Scripture. 

7. Is he not at liberty to think so, as well as others are to think 
the contrary; and in this empire especially, where liberty of 
thought is so loudly proclaimea and lauded ? Is it reasonable 
or charitable to condemn him for thinking so, when he may have 
good and sdlld grounds for his conviction, and may feel that his 
eternal salvation depends on his firm belief of all the doctrines 
which Christ has taught ? ; 
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7* The Romanist has perfect liberty to l/ii'ik as 
he pleases. The State must claim the same privi- 
lege. The Romanist is not exciudeil from power 
for maintaining speculative opinions, but for the ef- 
fects, and consequences, of his opinions, upon the 
happiness of a Protestant State, The laws grant him 
the privilege of worshipping God as he plea^^s — he is 
not therefore contending in tlie present day, for liber- 
ty to worship God, but for authority to rule over hi« 
Protestant countrymen. 



SECTION H. 

On the groundt of ike cerHtude which a Catholic hat, that alt the 
Doctrines jehtck he believet, at articlei of Catholic Faith, are 
really revealed bi/ Atniighly Gad. 

Such is the title to this flection. Would not any 
Protestant, who is in the slightest degree acquainted 
with the common language of the Romish Divines:, 
respecting the rule of faith, expect to meet with some 
account of the traditions which they believe — of the 
authority of their Pope, considered as the Head of their 
Church* — of the authority of the Church of Rome 
itself, considered as the Mother, and Mistress of all 
Churches— of its asserted Apostolicitj', Unity, Catho- 
licity, and Holiness — of the weight to be assigned to 



* They swear to otHerve the Canons, which ussifrn to the 
Pope, in the most unreserved terras, the power over nil Tempo- 
ral Sovereign!, What does the Protestant think of the follow- 
ing — Dicimus, definimus, pronunciamus, abialate necetiariun ad 
talidem, omni hnmana crealura: labeue Romano Pantifici — Ei- 
f rav, t. Unatn Stnctam de ra«joritate, et obedientin. 
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(be decisions of the Popes, and to the decrees of Conn-^ 
cils ? Or if all these were unnoticed, as the grounds 
of the certitude of the faith of the Romanist, might not 
the Protestant expect some brief notice, of the princi- 
pal Canons at least, to which the solemn obedience of 
the Romanists is professed, in the creed of Pope Pius ? 
Or if this favour were not granted, might he not have 
anticipated some explanation of the claim, advanced 
by the Popes, to interpret these Canons ; if any diffi- 
culty should at any time arise respecting their true 
meaning ?* If a Clergyman of the Church of Eng- 
land, were required to give an account of his faith, 
and if in so doing, he avoided noticing the thirty-nine 
Articles, would the world esteem his integrity very 
highly? Of the same nature is the Section before us. 
The peculiar opinions which the Romanists have uni- 
formly maintained, on the authority of their Church, 
jo£ tradition, of the Canons, of the Councils, is no 
where fully stated ; but a disguised, unfair, and futile 
representation is put forth ; obscure, inaccurate, and 
altogether delusive. I beg the reader to examine 
with a more strict attention the several paragraphs 
of this Section, that he may decide upon the truth of 
these severe charges. 

1. Catholics are often charged with grounding their faith on 
were human authority, atid not on the word of God. 

2. Catholics deny this, because they are convinced, that their 



* Ad Romanum Spectat Pontificem sacrorum canomim con- 
ditorem, qua per eum sancita sunt, ita suae declarationis arhitrio 
dilucida reddere, ut inde nemini possit dubitationU scrupulus 
exoriri, praeiertim vero salubiiter cOmulere, iK, &o,— »Bull or 
SlXTUI v., 1588. 
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fidth H jgroundod <m the word of God, proposed to them bj the 
authority of that ministry, which Christ established, and appoint- 
ed to teach his revealed doctrines to all nations. 

1 &2. The charge, that their faith is not grounded 
on the Scriptures alone, is admitted to be true by the 
best divines ^moiig the Rotnknists. ' Scotus* acknow- 
ledges, that the whole doctrine of Transubstantiation 
^s not in Scripture— Bellannine,f thdt the seven 
Sacraments are hot fully revealed there^Fisher,J 
Bishop of Rochester, that the doctrine of Purgatory 
is not there — Bellarmine,§ that the worship of ima- 
ges, and saints, and service in an unknown tongue, 
are not to be found in Scripture. I| The charge is 
substantiated also by the very terms they use. Their 
faith, they say, " is grounded on the word of God, as 
proposed to them by the authority of that ministry 
which Christ established, and appointed to teach hrs 
will." This expression does not therefore confine 
the word of God to the written Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments : it includes all the unwarrartt- 
able doctrines which the Romish Clergy have given 
to the world, since the corruptions of Christianity 
begun. It may comprehend, all that tradition yields of 
legends, and falsehoods, and novelties, and supersti- 
tions, and absurdities, which the ambitious, the zea- 
lous, the learned, the unlearned, the sincere, and the 
insincere, of their own communion, have poured forth 



* Scotus in 4 sent. dist. 11. 9. 3. 

Bellarm. 1. 8. de e£fectu Sacrara. c. 25. 1 1 . secunda probatio. 

Roffens. contra Luther, Art. 18. 

Bellarro, de cultu Sanct. 1. J, c. 9. 
II Bellarm. de Verb. ©«, L «> c, 36. 
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upon a passive, and insulted world. Purgatory, indul* 
gencies, prayer for the dead, the seven Sacraments, 
and many other doctrines, of which we can trace the 
origin, progress, and triumph, have been proposed by 
their own priesthood, (the only ministry, which the 
Romanists believe Christ to have established) ; and 
they are all, in this evasive declaration, recommend- 
ed to us, as revealed doctrines, grounded on the word 
of God. 

I conclude, therefore, by repeating the . charge, 
and I could give my authorities, at great extent, that 
much of the faith of the Romanists is grounded on 
mere human authority, and not excluisively on the 
written Scriptures, the only true word of God.* 

9. The Catholic believes all diose doctrines, which God has 
revealed. 

3. The Protestant believes all that God has re- 
vealed (in Scripture.) 

4. The question, what wre those doctrines, which God has re- 
vealed, is a question of fact. It appears reasonable that the 
existence o£afaet should be ascertained by the evidence of /e«- 
timoni/. 

4. We acknowledge that the question what ar^ 






* I refer only to Bishop Jewel's celebrated, unanswerable, 
and unanswered challenge, on the late invention of private 
Masses— communion under one kind — prayer in an unknown 
tongue-^-the supremacy of the Pope as universal Bishop, or Head 
of the Universal Church — trnnsubstantiation — and the Romanist 
observances at the Eucharist — images — forbidding the perusal of 
Scripture in the vernacular tongue — and many other doctrines 
of Rome. — Seehis Apolog)% chap. 11. and Fabcr on the Diffi- 
culties of Romanism, where the plea of antiquity is admirably 
and learnedly refuted. 
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the doctrines revealed by God, is a question of faci' ; 
and that the truth of every/act must be established 
" by the evidence of testimony" — 

5. Tlie body oFChe doctrines, precepti, and inititutioiM, which 
were delivered by Christ to his npostles, constitutes the new or 
the Christian law ; as the body of the doctrines, precepts, ond 
institutioim, which were delivered by the Almighty to Moses, 
constituted the old law, 

5, And we acknowledge also, that the law deliver- 
ed to the Apostles, was the new law ; and tliat given 
to Moses, constituted the old law. 



6. The true and certain knowledge of what is commanded bj 
any law, i» generally communicated and obtained by the aulhori- 
tative promulgalion oflhe law. 

6. Now the evasiveness begins : the knowledge of 
the contents of a law, they tell us, is to be obtained 
by its authoritative promulgation. I appeal to the 
experience of every man, whether a greater absurdity 
has ever been presented to the world. We do not 
comprehend an Act of Parliament, because the su- 
preme power of the kingdom, promulgates that act 
by its undoubted authority ; but because, its terms, 
phrases, and expressions, are clear and inlelligible. 
We do not comprehend a passage in a clossicnl wri- 
ter, because that writer wrote in Greek or Latin, and 
ia of high reputation; bat because, the passage itself 
is clear, and explicit. So it is also with respect to 
the laws of Moses, and of Christ. We understand 
them, not because of their " authoritative jfromulgO' 



Hon I but because they are plain and clear 
dapted to the capacity and intellect of man. 



, and a 
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.7« By ^Hq qrdioapce ^ God* tbe^dociruitt and.preeeptt #r 
the old law were made known to the Israelites and Jewisn peo^ 
pie,] by Moses, and the priests in succession^ tiR the end of the ' 
law. 



,7. Theological fiilla^ies, ore fbimded upon iheplo^. 
gHe^l otectirttlesJ. The fir^ part of thii prttli^Jph^' 
is true, the latter untrue : and upon that falsel^ood, 
misconception, or error, or ambiguity, whiqh is here 
implied in the apparently simple expression ^^'wradf 
known^^* all tlie ambitious pretensions of the tlomish 
Priesthoocl are founded. 

The precepts of the old law, it is most true, were 
miade known by Moses. 

That they were made known by the Priests after 
hitn^ is an error. 

At Ine death '^bf the ' Jewish Legislator, the law of 
Moses was perfect, and the people were ordered tqi 
study it. The few was made known hy Moses only ; * 
the priests were merely the appointed adminisiratprs ^ 
oftRdt law. Even, A^ron himself, acted under the 
direction of his brplner : and the priests can qiere- 
fore be said to make known the law to the people, Jn 
the same sense ontt/f as the Magistrate may be said to 
make known the statute law, to the ]f)eople of England. 
They had no power of adding to the law. When-^ 
ever it pleased the Almighty to reveal oiher truths to 
thef people^ than* those which he had previously' 
taught ih tiie law of Moses; the Prophets, and'noif 
the Priests, were inspired for tliat purpose : some of 
wl^Q&e predictioi^s, to coBvince the multitude. of v the 
truth of their inissioTi, were fregueintiy ^IfiUed, '^^m. 
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fioshort time^ »r Tttiraclies attested th^ certainty of their 
future accoinplishment* 

8. By the ordinance of God, the doctrines ^nd precepts of thtf 
new law were to be made known to all nations, in all ages, by 
th^ apostles and their successors, to the consummatioo of the 
world. 

- k 

8. In this paragraph we discover the fallacy, which 
the preceding paragraph was intended to esta.bli$h.. 
We were to infer, that as the Jewish Priests were to 
make known the old law, so the Christian Priests 
were ^0 make known the new law : the fallacy rest- 
ing on the expression ^^ to make known/' But it is 
with Christianity, as it was with Judaism. The writ« 
ten law was completed, in certain inspired writings, 
which the people were to read and study : and the 

continued Priesthood, in both cases, was required to 

a. -^ 
minister that law, with its two sacraments ; to en- 

force its known precepts, to explain its tendency, and 
to oflfer up the prayers of the people in their public 
worship. In this sense only, they have the power 
of making known the wprd of God. They have no 
authority whatever to add. to, or take from, or shut 
up the written Scriptures. We charge the Roman- 
ist Priei^hood, with adding much, very ipuch to the 
only true word of God; and to have done this at all 
times, but more especially in the darker ages of ig- 
norance. We affirm, that this was not unfrequently 



• See the case of Pashur, in Jeremiah — of the destruction 
of Sennacherib, in Isaiah-^-of the taking of the temple^ in £<•- 
kiel-^bf the completion of the captivity, in Daniel. 
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done to Accotnplisfa ceh^tt irdridly pnrpoem^ cf ait»- 
bition, and advantage.* The PrDtestant dire wot 

thus act. He believes in the ministry of interpreta- 
tkfn bnly-^dtod he lAai^ fi6t Irdd to^ or t&k€i frov^, 
one word c^ doctrine^ given to bisa, ia tbe C^uristittti 
Scriptures ; for he remembers the fearful curse upon 
this subject^ with which ^e N^^ TtMitMit is coii- 
chided.f 

9. On the spritual authority of the apostles and their successors 
who were divineTy commissioned to pr6mulgate and teach th^ 



* That Continued kdditiotis were made to that general mtos 6T 
opinions^ which was said to be supported either by Scripture, 6r 
tradition, appears from the bulls of canonization, — from the le- 
g^^ads of monasteries — from the accounts of miracles wrought by 
imag^ in support of 5;onflictin^ parties, — and more especially 
from the private revelations, which tbe Church of Rome believes, 
are still grained to tbe more zealous members of its commualon. 
Even so late as the year 1814, Pope Pius VII. granted a plenary 
Indulgence to the Romanists, (who in this instance, at least, may 
be denominated Papists, by candor itself) of the midland district 
in England ; who should offer up prayers to the sacred heart of 
Jesus. The indulgence was granted upon the petition of Bishop 
Milner; the Author of the book entitled *<The End of Contro- 
versy,'^ but which m^ht rather be called ••The Revival of Con- 
lh)versy." The sacred heart of Jesus began to be an obj^ift 6f 
worship to the faithful, for the first time, ** on a certain day (says 
the preface) that had fallen within the octavie of Corpus Chriiti, 
wben Jesus Christ appeared to the Mother Mary Margaret, a 
holy Nun in the convent of the Visitation of our blessed Lady at 
Parroy, in the Prdvinco of Bnrgundy, and spoke to her, thub**-— 
Here follows a long speech, in the course of which, Jesus dis- 
closes his sacred heart — and in consequence, of this disclosure, 
the Niin relates'theTisft>n—^the-Btshdps receive her declaration, 
fis an addition to the word of God, and the Romanists of the 
Midland district, in 1814, were promised forgiveness of sins^ if 
they would pray for the extirpation of heresy, and worship the 
sacred heart. This is but one specimen of the manner in ^hich 
additions are made to Scripture. — Scathe Devotion and Office 
of the Sacred Heart. Keating & Brown, 12mo. 12th Edition, 

1821. 

t Rev. xxii, v, 18, 19. 
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|»V ^f Christ to all uuions; buiJ on thu iiiijlbrro aad U[uv«f*al 
teiti mo ny, belief, and practice ofall Christian Churches from the 
begioning, the cerCitude of the Catholic U grounded, that all the 
iloeCrineii which he believes, as sriicleg of Catholic Faith, and all 
the sacred precepts and rites, which he observes, ns the ordinan- 
ce) of Christ, were really revealed and Instituted by Aloue^ty 
God ; and are the name, as were originally delivered by Christ to 
hi; apostles, and by ihem promulgated over ell nations. 

9. In tliis panigrsph are more fully developed, the 
dangerous claims of the Romish Church, Having 
endeavored, by the fallacy which I have fully expoised 
in the last paragraph, to establish the [}retensioiis of 
their priesthood, they now dare to tell us, tliat all the 
doctrines, which the Romanist believes ; and all the 
precepts which the Romanist observes, " were really 
revealed and instituted by Almighty God;" and were 
actually delivered by Christ to his Apostles. The 
doctrines which were indeed originally given by 
Christ himself, are still common to both churches, 
and nearly to all Christians — the doctrines oi' the 
Trinity, of the Incarnation, and of the Atonement — 
the necessity of holiness — the resurrection to future 
happiness, or fiiture sorrow; and the regulation of 
every independent, separate Church, in every coun- 
t'y» by men, who shall take care that none be teach- 
ers of the people, who are unfit for that sacred office. 
The doctruies and asserted sacraments which have 
been added by the Priesthood, and which may be 
considered, as peculiar to the Romish Church, have 
been clearly traced, and their late origin fully point- 
ed out, by Bishop Jewel, and Bishop StilUngfleet,* 



;, p. 34. 



,3y SECTION II. 

y^ko have satisfactorily demonBtrated^ that the 'pten-^ 
Ikr doctrines of the Council of Treq(, contradigl^' 
md, oppose those, which were enforced by Pdpe Gre-^ 
gbry, six hundred years after Christ If indeed ouj; 
biepsefd. §§y;^Pur f(^y.eal^ th^^ dp^trine^ hpw can we 

10. Th^ Catholic is fully satisQed^ that this iQet)iod which hefoi* 
lOws/fbi* ascertainfuj^ whai are^ the' risVbdted doctrines of divine 
^^y U the right rul^, ^d. that it leads hioi tp the unity of 
truth. * 

.-M . t ■■ . ^ ' ^ ■'- ^ •• ■' ■ ■•■ ■ • 

10. 'The, Romanist Catholic, may b^ satisfied^ ^tritt^ 



k-.. 



^s ^etbod : the frotestant Catholic iicver caff-, ij^ 
believes that it tends to errpr, anddisst^ioiv Tr^th<pr 
than to uni^ and truth. ,, -* 

11. Is he not at liberty to follow a rule which ^ve» aucb Mjr 
ilitfluftioh and security to his mind? 

/.; V "■ ■ ' >. • ' ^ . • . ' . . • ' • ; . 'I . • • I . • . « 

i 1 . The law of the land ffives the Uberty of choici^ 
whether of truth, or of error. The law of God ffive^ 
only the liberty of enquiry, and it expects every mao 
to avoid error, and to follow after truth, But neMher 
the law of God^ nor the law of the land| grants that 
privilege to the Romish Priesthood, &r which slo^e 
they are a^ain agitating Europe — the liberty of io^r 
posing on others, the rules of faith, which give so 
much singular satisfaction to their own minds. 

It is difficult to understand the expression, <^ a 
rule, which gives sjecurity to his mind." 

1 2. Is it fair for others who, by followins a different rulei are led 
hsto a countless variety of contradictory doctrines on* matters of 
Christian belief, t<^ dif^urb the traifquilhty of the Catholic «n this 
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heai^'orto ctndemn biirt, for bis iiibtftiiBion to ihe aiilhoritj' of 
a ministry, which he h convioced v/Oi eitablished by Christ for 
the purpose of bringing all nationi to the certain knowledge of 
hi> Uw,And to theunit)' of faith? It notthii nileperlectly na- 
tural and reasonable? Can any human l^slutor coudemn the 
principle and rule of the Cadiotic m this regard ? 

12. Did the world, ever yet read a question like 
this — Is it fair to disturb the trsTiquiility of the Ro- 
manist? Yes, it is fair. It is the bounden duty of 
the Protestant to endeavour to disturb the dead re- 
pose of religious error, into which so large a portion 
of the Christian world has fallen. For this the Ke- 
fennation was established — for this it must he stiU 
maintained — that those, who follow a difii^rent rule'of 
faith, from that which is established in the Church^ffl 
Rome, may appeal to their fellow Immortals, a"iid 
break the sleep of their moral and religious death. 
It is their bounden duty to awaken them from their 
slumber, and to appeal to them, to throw nway those 
fetters, which they have bound around themselves, 
by their fatal submission to the foreign influence of 
an mibibled, and deceiving Priesthood. 

But, the Protestants, we are told, are led into a 
countless variety of contradictory opinions — and the 
Romish Priesthood was established to bring all na- 
tions " to the certain knowledge" of the law of Christ, 
" and to the unity of faith." 

We ?r!igM say, that we prefer tlie differences of 
opinion which are accompanied with toleration, to 
the uniformity of faith, which is supported by perse- 
cution ; but we deny, in the most positive manner, 
that the contradictions among Protestants, are more 
niitnerous than those, which at i-aiious limes, have 
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existed among RommistiK. Ciwiieik ]i«¥e b«eift ap- 
posed to Councils; am} Popei^ to Popes. Th^Cotyi- 
cil of Ciofistance took away the c«p: from the lait^, 
the Council of Basl^ re^ored it — thip Coiipdl pf Cp»- 
stantinople forbade the wor^ip of im^g^t ib^ s^^nd 
Council of Nice comm^nd^d it-^the CojincU. 9f 

Frankfort fprbade the 3^met J^ie Couwil of T»*w^ 
restored it Many Romish writers h^ve juih}isb#i 
Socinian opinions. The Jesuits ftr^ Arnwiwi i ti^ 
Jansew.ist*, Calviniste. The Gaiwpl /pf Y^ievUli f<?ir- 
bade the marriage pf the Pri^$<s, tb^ firtf CmmUvf 
Toledo permitted it* Pcpe I^o ^w^.^i the ^^ 9^ 
Adrian-^Stepben, of Formo9U3-r-Jplm, pf 3t«phco;cr- 
Pope SabiniaQ, cpmqaanded all the vritip^js of JPflpe 
Gregory to be burnt, as peryerse^ ^nd wipk^-^Pqpe 
Liberius, subscribed the Arian heresyr--{janpriu§^ w|us 
a Monothelite-p-John, the twenty-fpurth, f^ be^^tiCi^r- 
Dominicans, Franci$canS| Jesuits,. Jans^ni^t^ Scotj^, 
Thomistg, all contended with each other;. 6»1U^- 
raine enumerates twenty-six schisms in thf^ ChuriJi 
of Rome—- Onaphrius Panviniu^, thirty ; soipfs of 
which lasted ten, twenty, and -^v.eii fifty years,* Mfoiy 
other propfe might be adduiped to $h^w^^that ^-.^e 
certain knowledge of the law" of God, w^^ Pot ppsa- 
municated by the Romish Prie^hopdTr-'Qnd th^t ^^tbe 
unity of &ith,'* we5 iopt mainjaiwed by tl^i^ Chpr^ of 
Rom^. 

* See Riefaardsoii*s f'^pery Unmtske^, p. 9.7. — The Roman 
€ath. ConviQt^d, p. U^t apd tb/? AMtbo" thefe guoftt^ft^fh 
^shop Jewef s Apology and Letter to Seienior Scipio — Acciisa- 
HoilffqfHlftory, &e;^c. . ^ - 
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I bave akeady she>n the faUiK^^^ ol fbe Romish 
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OntJ^ Etitg Se^iptnrei. 

1. In England the Catholic Cbbrch hvbM odt fal «)f ^il^% iik- 
the reading and circulating oj the Htdy iScrij^turet^ 

I . The Cfanrdh of Rome ^ is held dut*" in Eagland 
€a an etitnUf to ike reading and ^teidating ktf ike 
Hofy Scfiptures — bccaose the Coinicil of TVent, leaV- 
ing it to the Pope to pdbdisfh no index of probibitdd 
ixioks, the Pope did that, whidh no bitmafi being 
upon earth, no^ nor angel in heai;'en9 possessed au* 
thority to ^o* He prohibited the pecple, in the 
fourth rule prefixed to that index, to read the Scrip* 
tures in their own language, without an especial li- 
cfence; The Scriptures were not Gommitted to the 
Church^ alone. They were addressed to the Whole 
world, tfiat all men might read, artd b6 convhiced "by 
them'*-'^nd that Crod*s universal Church upon earth, 
might be formed of all the particular ChiU'chesf,' 
Whidi ihlght b^s ftaihed by ineans of th^ Scriptuw;s, 
and their authorised interpreters, in every nation 
uiider heaven. And no man, nor men, nor any body 
of men, by whatever name they may be called, have 
atithority la itffty to iheif breth*fen, « Yoo have, or ytm 
hiive not, p^rmi^sion to ruad the S<npti}r€5'o€ God, 
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in your own language." In ilie time of St. Puil, 
many persons wrestwl these Scriptures to tlieir own 
destruction. Tliey changed the good into evil : but 
the Apostle did not dure to take away their Scrip- 
tures. 



2. Whereat the Catholic church venerates tlie Holy Scriptum 
at the written part of the word of God ; <he hai in al! ages been 
the foithful giiardUn of this lacred deposit : ihe has ever labour- 
ed to preserve the integrity of these inspired wrillngi', and the 
true sense, in which they hnve been univertally understood, at 
all timeR from the Apoilolic age. 

2. The Church of Rome, has so venerated the 
Scriptures, that she trtiats ihem as Eastern parents 
treat their daughters. She locks theni up from the 
vulgar gaze. Professing to consider the Bible as the 
written part of die word of God, and to receive tra- 
dition as the unwritten; the Church of Rome htm 
learned, from her unKritlen guides, to look upon the 
written guide with pecitlinr jealousy. The two could 
not walk together, as tiiey were not agreed. 

3, The Cntholic Church hn» never fprbidden or discouraged tha 
readitig or ihe circuialion of aiilheutic copies of Ihe sacred Scrip- 
ture!, in the original languages. She binds ber Clergy to toe 
daily recital of a canonical office, which comprizes a large por- 
tion of [he sacred volume, eod to read and expound to the lailh- 
ful, in the vernacular tongue, on Sundays, the epistle or gospel 
ofthe day, or tome other portion of the divine law. 

3. The Church of Rome, it is tiere said, has never 
forbidden, nor discouraged the reading, and circu- 
lation of the Scriptures in the origiuul languages. 
So miicli more evident is the inconsistency, then, of 
the next paragraph. If a poor, and otherwise un- 
learned man, may read the Greek and Hebrew, what 



i 



i:S(iii&i v^U rftamu' 'han^ ^exisit^ |« |i*eve*it lite > fr6th 

€4iti«b^ of 8icctiw V^>tod^ClfeBfeertt'^!H. ^^^ j^cftl?- 
arly corrupt; yet both of these were ordered t6^Vb 
received by the Church of Rome, by these respective 

* ■■ I -' " " ■. . ' 

4. As to translations of the Hcj^ Soripitofesr kit o modern ^'^« 
guages, the Catholic Church requires that none shoulcl be put 
^Hh> tii«:.htMidt of daie fiudifuf but sudi as^te^cteinaWlidged by 
cccle§iastica.]i i^utliority tQ bp jaccurat?, apd poi^form^l^le, ^ta m 
idhs^ bf the ol^giliars. There never was a general lawbf^tne 
^^hpiio d^h^rchrpffc^hilNl^ the ■fcadkr^-of authorized tilMisUk 
tions of th^ Scriptures^ Jbut^ considering that, many^ bv their ig* 
fiSrat^eliftd'^vii Sspdsttfotts, havfrpervert^d the i3eai5ng crfiffe 

tbopght It prudent to mal^e a regulation, that the faithful should 
tie^^i^dddr fh Ms tMM ^ thehdvite ^ft&eir' respective Pl^ii 

^iiSbflS^ 4^sliftdi!is f ilticft lest, hbwevei^r'tJS^ 
surrenderfeg ^ ffitJr,* ' reason, learning; ' en^idi^,' ^M 
conscience, bound hand and foot, into the keeping of 

tipgte .itp ithj& cdj^prpb^tion :(ri^ the pubhc ; an^l %iudi 
i»«iia«k^Mcon^^n^^ Bufthe |theriril f^^ 
soon recovered its right estimation; a^d th^ unre- 
rarded translations slumber on theic shelves. [ . ^ 
ihe Chu^^h oi Itome, ih refusmg to permit the 
pe0 u^ of the ti^anslated Scriptur^es, is directly oppo- 
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serf to the unanimous decision, of all the early autho- 
rities on this subject. Augustin*, and Jerome, both 
affirm, tliat in their time, all were at liberty to read 
the various translations of the Scriptures. Socrates 
tells us, in his ecclesiastical history, that wherever 
the people were converted, the Scripture was trans- 
lated.f Ulphilas translated the Gospels, for the 
Goths. Theodoret, and Chrysostom, mention, that 
the Persians had the Scriptures in their own lan- 
guage ; and I might select many other testimonies to 
the same effect, if the facts were not so undoubted^ 
that the labor would be useless.^ 

The Council of Trent, in spite of all this testimo- 
ny, passed a general law, in the fourth rule of its 
expurgatory index, that all persons are forbidden the 
use of the Scripture in the vulgar tongue, without a 
particular license from the Priest, to whom alone 
belongs the privilege of giving the true meaning to 
the word of God. Whosoever presumes to infringe 
on tliis prohibition, unless he first give up his bible, 
is not to receive absolution.} 

The Protestant invites all, tlie meanest of the peo- 
ple, to read the Scriptures for himself. If the reader 
sometimes comes to false conclusions, the Protestant 



* Aug. de doct. Christ. 1. 2, c. II . — Hier. praef. in Jcesuam. 

t Socr. 1. 4, c. 35. 

j See Appendix to the Tracts against Popery, vol. 2, p. 125, 
&c. &c, where a long account is given of the cause and i^adu&l 
establishment of the decree of the Council of Trent. 

§ Qui aiitem absque tali facnitate, ea legere, seu habere pne^ 
sumpserit, nisi prius bibliis ordinario redditis peccatorutn abso-> 
lutioncm percipere non possit. 
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Idiiiister endeavors to rectify them : if he cannot Jo 
so, the reader is left to God, and his conscience. Thu^ 
all is liberty, toleration, and peace ; and the conse- 
<juence is, that the people come to the conclusion, 
which may be always expected by tliose who Iiave 
studied the question ; that the Church of Euglanc}, 
though not without fault, is (every thing considered) 
the most perfect, of all existing imperfect institutions. 
Neither was the Establishment, at any preceding 
part of oar history^ more deeply engrafted, than it 
now is, in the aflections of the nation.* 



* As I am anxious to review the Roman Catholic Declaration 
only, and not the labours of Bishop Doyle, I have not noticed 
any of his remarks on the question whkh is now before the pub^ 
lie. I think it tny duty, however, to make one observation on 
an assertion in a pamphlet attributed to this writer. The title 
of the pamphlet is, " A vindication of the Religious and Civil 
Privileges of the Irish Catholics, &c. &c. (the author of course 
means the Irish Romanists), by I. K, L.'* In page 65 — We read 
a statement of the manner in which this decree of tlie Council 
of Trent was passed. " A committee of the Council was ap- 
pointed," says I. K. L., ** to consider and report to the Council, 
of the books then in circulation^ and what regulation ought to 
be adopted, with regard to them. The report of the Committee 
vras not made till the last day of the last or 2d Session, and as 
the Synod could not then discuss the subject of the report, they 
referred it to the Pope. The Index therefore, or list of books 
to be prohibited, with the rules annexed, was not sanctioned 
by the Council of Trent, and that which was afterwards published 
hy the Pope, and which includes such translations of the sacred 
Scriptures, as were not approved of by the proper authorities, 
has not the force of a Church law, unless in those couutries 
where it has been published and received.'* 

In reply to this, we need only observe, thai the Committee bad 
thepower of the Synod, and they delegated that power to the Pope. 
The Pope of that day exercised ^uch power : and successive Popes 
have confirmed the decision. Sixtus V. and Clement VIII. con- 
firmed it in their time; the hist and present Popes have acted ai^ 
ihe Headj of their Church, in confirming tliesiunedecrcep within 
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• The effect of die decree of the Covmcil of Trent, 
lias beeiiy the virtual prohibition of the perusid of the 
bible. The desire to read it, excites the ^uspiciott 
of heresy .f The Romanists dare not, no they dare 
tiot, permit, the people to judge for themselves. 
They must be guided by theii* respective Pastors— 
who are guided by their Bishops— who are guided 
by their Church— which is guided by the Pope, and 
by the Council of Trent — which are guided, like Pha- 
tadh, and the Egyptians of* old, by a cloud of darkness, 
which shall at length lead the Church of Rome to its 
predicted destruction. 

5. Whether the Holy Scriptures, which oagbt never ta be taken 
in hand but with respect, should be made a class-book for chil- 
dren, is a matter of religious and prudential consideration, on 
which the Pastors of the Catholic Church have a right to decide 
%!th regard to their own flocks; and we hold that in this matter 
none have a right to dictate to them. 

5. In a religious sense, none have a right to dictate 
to the Romish Priests, but their own ecclesiastical 
heads. If the people chuse to submit to the yoke, 
&e Protestant can only lament their thraldom; and 
persuade, and reason, and expostulate, and wonder, 
and weep. 



our own time. Bishop Doyle too publicly approved, in one of 
if!« own books,* of the conduct of a peasant in the coutity of 
Kildare; who took up a Protestant Bible with a pair of tongs, 
and buried it in his garden. More than this — He professed to 
admire, and he promised to reward. It. 

♦ Letters on the State of Ireland, by I. K L. P. 179— 18(). 

f See The Protestant, vol. I. p. 254—244; Richafdsbn's ]?d- 
pery unmasked, and the authorities and quotations, p. 557, iKc. 
For an account of the opposition of the llomish Priesthood to 
<he Bible, »ee p, Ml^^lif, 
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6. Tile Catholics in Eagland, of mature yeert, hare permittioii 
to read authentic and approved translations of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, with explanatory notes; and are exhorted to read them in 
the spirit of piety, humility, and obedience. 

6. Pernlission is granted them to read the Rhemish 
translation, in which are notes, to inform them, that 
the guides of the Christian Church, are invested with 
the same power over the lives of their people, as the 
guides of the Jewish Church — ^with many other in^ 
genious opinions and discoveries, especially interest* 
Ing to Protestants; who are recommended to can^ 
suit them, at their leisure. ., ,., 

The very claim to authority, to withhold^ or. to 
grant permission to read the Bible, is an intolerable, 
and insolent usurpation. 

7. Pope Pius VII., in a Rescript dated April 18, 1820, and ad- 
dressed to the Vicars Apostolic in England, earnestly exhorts 
them to confirm the people committed to their spiritual care, in 
faith and good works ; and for that end, to encourage them to 
read books of pious instruction, and particularly the Holy 'Scrip- 
tures, in translations approved by ecclesiastical authority ; be- 
cause, to those who are well disposed, nothing can be more use- 
ful, more consoling, or more animating, than tlie reading of the 
sacred Scriptures, understood in their true sense — they serve to 
confirm the faith, to support the hope, and to inflame the charity 
of the true Christian. 

7- The same Pope Pius VII. in 1816, (four years 
previously), issued a bull against the distribution of the 
Scriptures — which he calls a pestilence, a wicked, and 
nefarious scheme, and a snare to involve them in ever- 
lasting ruin. The present Pope Leo XII. in his man- 
date against the Bible Societies, calls the Bible, without 
note or comment, the .gospel of the devil. If the Vi- 
cars Apostolic obeyed the later rescript of Pope Pius, 
did they present to their people the Rhemish transla- 



40 sHc^iox m. 

lion with its intolerant notes ? Or did they teach thera 
to read the Scriptures in the original language? 
If the former, we may account for certain furious 
speeches : if the latter, for the conversions to the Pro- 
testant Church ! 

8. But when the reading and the circulation of the Scriptures 
fife urged and recommended as the entire rule of feith, as the sol^ 
jmeans by which men are to be brought to the certain and specific 
knowledge of the doctrines, precepts, and institutions of Christ; 
iind M^hen the Scriptures so read and circulated are left to the 
interpretation and private judgment of each individual : then such 
reading, circulation, and interpretation, are forbidden by the Ca- 
tholic Church, because the Catholic Church knows, that the cir- 
culation of the Scriptures, and the interpretation of them by each 
one's private judgment, was not the means ordained by Christ for 
the communication of the true knowledge of his law to all na- 
tions — she knows that Christianity was established in many coun- 
tries before one book of the New Testament was written — that 
it was not by means of the Scriptures, that the Apostles and their 
successors converted nations, or any one nation to the unity of 
the Christian faith — that the unauthorised reading and circula- 
tion of the Scriptures, and the interpretation of them by private 
judgment, are calculated to lead men to contradictory doctrines 
on the primary articles of Christian belief; to inconsistent forms 
of worship, which cannot all he constituent parts of the uniform 
and sublime system of Christianity ; to errors and fanaticism in 
religion, and to seditions and the greatest disorders In states and 
kingdoms. 

8. The reading and circulation of the Scriptures, 
is not recommended by the Church of England, as 
the sole means, by which men are to be brought to 
the specific knowledge of the doctrines and institu- 
tions of Christ. It is the principal means : but to it 
we add, the administration of the Sacraments, and 
the preaching of the word of God. We place, how- 
ever, the Bible in the hands of «// our people ; because 
the Author of Revelation has not limited its perusal 
to the wise, the learned, the grave, or the prudent. 
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He has commanded it to be given to the poor, the 
profligate, the ignorant, and the unbeliever, that their 
faith niay become pure, and their actions correspond- 
ently holy ; that their minds may be enlightened, and 
their resources of happiness be derived from the lofty, 
and tender consolations deducible from the truth of 
the Scriptures. 

" Christianity," it is said, " was established in many 
countries before one book of the New Testament 
Scripture was written" — therefore the private interr 
pretation of the Bible is denied to be the means or- 
dained by Christ for the communication of his law. . 

Christianity was established even before the Church 
of Rome was founded, by a continued succession of 
miracles. The persons who promulgated the new re- 
ligion, were inspired to teach and to write those things 
which Christ commanded and taught ; the Spirit 
bearing them witness by signs, and by wonders. But 
when the canon of Scripture was completed, — and 
the whole will of God made known by divine inspir- 
ation, — miracles, (having accomplished their object) 
ceased. Since that time, therefore, ike Christian 
Church requires only, the ministry of interpretaticm ;, 
and not the ministry of additional revelation, with its 
consequent train of visions, traditions, and miracles, 
to prove its truth. 

Upon the latter part of the paragraph, I shall only 
remark, that I could point out the real ori^n of the 
evils which are there allude^d to ; and I could prove,^ 
that they principally sprung from the efforts of Chris- 
tian men, to throw oif tlie usurpations of Rome. If 
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tbe Church pfGodt ha^ iNfin Q9^tont#d ^^itttoiilr M 
false creeds, ecclesiastical tyranny, and to the filtdi^ 
penalties enacted agatn»ti^i^<» t^ad the SoripliHres, 
or presumed to make utetif tbetrreaioQ; th^!|b€fft 
would have been less ofwiir^andlessijf dkaolation^&i 
Europe. Bat to such a fetatoDf exAstenee, .some df 
our ancestors preferred the death of tha Mxattyrun 
others, the danger of dril war. i And their -aoos^iiuiil 
I|e willing to undergo the.Bame perib^ i£thejp;would 
jRcure the same blessings. *^ If the rgformaliwy^ 
said my venerable friend, the good Bishop Bamog^^ 
ton, <^ be worth establi^ing, it k woriti' matfrta i n fr 
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SECTION IV.^ -'^ 

On the Charge qf Jdoktiry and SupeniUunu 

1. Ignorance or malice has gone so far ai to charge ih^ Ci^im^ 
lie Church with idolatry, in the iacnfice of the MoMt-^n ^ 
adoration (as it is called) of the Virgin Mary, and in th^ w6/%M^ 
of the Saintt, and oj the images of ChriU and of the Saints ; and 
with superstition, in invoking the Saints^ and in projfin^far souls 
in purgatory. Now idolatry consists in giring to any creature 
that supreme adoration, honour; or vorihip which is'dtn^ otd^ te 
Almighty God. . . »3 

■ ■ • • -jt 

1. My knowledge of the meaning of the word Idd^ 
latry, and my good-will towards mankind# axyivA 
^orance^ nor malice^ impels me to charge tJie jCburdfk 
of Rome with iDOkLATiiY«HRrtth Iddbtiy in thefift^ 
crifice of tbe Mass — in the adoratioo^ lis. It }b juei^ 
eoiled, vof the Virgin Maary, and of the images il^ 
Christ and of the saint$ ; a^f also jfci^b i^f^sr3Si^^M^ 
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iH&lwkiA^ the ftaiilts, and iiii prayhig fot souls in 
^Fgatory. 

.. 'For idolatry is the attendance upon, or service of 
til iddi; and it consists in giving to any creature^ 
wdiethi^-aminslteo]:' inanimate, living or dead, body 
tar i^ck» saints or angels, holy or unholy, any, even 
thelea^^ of 'that homage^ worship, respect, service, 
idocadon— K>r even the outward appearance of that 
hdmage^ worship^ respect, service, or adoration ; 
Wbidi is due ott^ to Almighty God. Not bnly is it 
written-^thou shalt not worship them. We are com* 
nanded neidier to serve them, nor to bow down /o, 
or brfor£j them. We are directed to worship, the 
Lord God, and Him only to serve.* 

8. The Catholic Church teaches that idolatry is one ofthe great- 
est crimes that can be committed against the majesty of God : and 
every true member of this church ihudders at the idea of such a 
crime, and feels grievously injured by so horrid an imputation. 

2. If they so shudder, why do they not follow the 
apostolic advice ; and <* abstain from all appearance 

«f«va?* 



*i. 
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• * I faltr to the otigEimil Scriptures, and to the best coiif^ 
aientators upon the passages, referred to. I might prove the 
accuracy of my assertions by criticisms, which would now be 
out of f4ace ^ lor ta labour to make plain the meaning of the 
tecond commandment, is to gild the rose, and paint the lily. 
Tkis account of Idolatry 'is^confirmed by the explanation giv^h 
Jtty Tertttllian of the same offence. He defines ti^uXoy^ by the 
word formula— and adds, Igitur omnis forma, vel formula idolum 
•et'dieleacpescitl ind^ omuls Idoir'afdfex ejusdem, et unius est 
cHminis. And he asserts a little before — Exinde jam caput facta 
istldololatrisears omnis quae Idolum quoquomodo edit, &r.&c. 
li|kad«tUl more strongly*-^Idoli^tHa, eitomiAi circa idolum famn^ 
hUu$» €i servitut. Lib. 2. adver. Mardon. 4. c, 29 ap. Taylor's 
lWiKiiiiir,'ibSo ifitioir, p. ^i. 

G 
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3. But it issnid that Catholics adore the elements ofbread anil 
wine in the Mass : that they adore the Virgin Mary ; that they 
adore the cross ; and that they worship the saints and the images 
of Christ and of the saints. Before we repel these horrid im- 
putations in the sense in which they are made, we must explain 
the different meanings of the words adoration ykonour, and worships 
that the calumnious charge, and its denial, may be understood in 
the same explained sense. 

4. We find that in the language of the sacred Scripture, In He* 
brew, Greek, and Latin,* as well as in the language of the an- 
cient liturgies of the Christian church, these words, adoration, 
honour, and worship, are ambiguous terms, and are used in dif* 
ierent senses, according to the nature oi the object to which the 
act, implied by the term, is directed, and according to the inten- 
tion of him, who performs the act. Hence we find them used 
as relating, sometimes, to God, and sometimes to creatures. Al- 
though, in modern times, the exclusive idea of that supreme ho- 
mage, which is due only to God, is attached by some to the words 
adoration and worship ; yet these words may still be retained by 
others, in a different meaninir, without affording the remotest 
cause for the imputation of idolatry. In this different meaning 
they are still retained, in the unchanged language of the ancient 
lituPiiies used in the Catholic Church. 

* Set in H'»brew (Prov. \\\. 9» and Exod xx. 12). (Dcut xxvlH, 47 and 48). (Ps. 
xrvi <), .'i\d I, alius M Kings, i, )i3). In Ort-ek, Gen. xxiv, H\, and Oen. XbX, ft. 
ill l.tui .. 'oiarc, Pd. xxviii 2, and Gen- xxiii. 7, and 4, alias )i Kings IL 1^ 

5. The words adoration and worship are equally referred, some- 
times to God, and sometimes to creatures, as is the word honour. 
Now because we are commanded in scripture to honour God, and 
to honour the king ; and children are commanded to honour their 
parents: it does not follow that the honour due to the king, or 
to parents, is the same as that which we owe to God. . To God 
we owe supreme and sovereign honour, such as it would be a 
crime to pay to any creature. To the king, we owe the highest 
civil honour. To parents, children owe the honour of filial re- 
spect and obedience. How unjust would it be to say, that be- 
cause a subject honours his king, he pays him that »upreme and 
sovereign honour which is due only to God 1 The same is to 
be said of the terms adoration and worship, as used in former 
times, and sometimes used at present in the language of the Ca- 
tholic church. To adore, even according to modern usage, often 
means no more than to express extreme affection or respect. 
To worship (in the translation of the Bible, published at Oxford) 
is therein used to signify inferior as well as supreme worship. In 
the first book of Chronicles, xxix. 20, we read in that edition, 
that the assembly bowed down their heads and worshipped the 
Lord (Jehovah) qnd the king. Did they worship the king with 

. the same supreme worship which they paid to .God ? Certainly 
not. When a man says to the woman he takes tp wife, " with 
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my body I thee wonkip,*^ can thi$ be called idolatry ? Surely 
nothing can be more unfair than arguments drawn from ambigu* 
ous terms, construed in a sense disavowed by those against whom 
the arguments are employed. 

3. 4. 6, Though I must be again guilty of tauto- 
logy, I will continue to reply to the Declaration in 
its own order. I shall now briefly shew that the as- 
sertions, which are here called " horrid imputations," 
are the undoubted articles of faith proposed to the 
credence of the whole Church of Rome ; under the 
most solemn anathemas of the Council of Trent ; and 
therefore, as solemnly sworn to be true, by the Vicars 
Apostolic, who thus unblushingly dare to disclaim 
them. They may be thankful to the British govern- 
ment, whom they are so artfully attempting to de- 
lude ; that they are sheltered, by its Protestant pro- 
tection, from the resentment of their own Church. 
In Spain, or m Italy, they would be punished as 
heretics. 

/ affLrm then^ that the Romanists adore the elements 
of bread, and wme, in the Mass. My authority is the 
Council of Trent. 

Null us itaque dubitandi locus relinquitur, quin 
omnes Christi fideles pro more in Catholica Ecclesia 
semper recepto, latria cuUum^ qui vero Deo debetur, 
huic sanctissimo sacramento in veneratione exhibeant ; 
neque enim ideo minus est adorandum, quod fuerit a 
Christo Domino, ut sumatur, institutum.* 

/ (ifflrm that they adore the Virgin Mary — ^for all 



* Condi. Trideat. Sess. xiiL cap. v. 
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ail their Prayer Books aboand with Prayers to the 
Virgin — vows are made to her — festivals to her 
honor are as frequent, as to the honor of Christ faints, 
self-*-there are the festivals of her conception, her 
nativity, presentation in the Temple, and assumption 
into heaven. Buonaventure published a Psalter in 
her praise, changing every where throughout the 
Psalms, the word God, into Mary. Pope Sixtns^ 
in a bull adopted by the Council of Trent, called her^ 
in the language of the Breviary itself, the Queen of 
Heaven. Indeed, proofs on this point are super* 
fluously abundant. 

/ affirm that they adore the Cross* Popes Clei 
ment Tin. and Urban VIII. autlK^rised the public 
cation of the Pontificale Romanum; an edition of 
which was also given to the world under the auspices 
of Benedict XIV. in this work we read-— Rogamm 
Te — Pater omnipotens, ut digneris benedicere . hoe 
lignum Crucis tuae, ut sit remedium salutare generl 
huraano ; sit soliditas fidei ; profectus bonorum ope^ 
rum ; redemptio, animarum \ sit solamen, et protec*- 
tio, ac tutela contra saeva jacula inimicorum. After 
some other prayers, we come to a Rubrick, in which 
the Priest is ordered to adore the newly blessed 
cross — Tum Pontifex, flexis ante crucem genibus, 
ipsam devote adorat^ et osculatur. Idem &ciu»l, 
quicunique alii voluerinLf „ . 

I affirm that they worship the Saints. My aatho- 
rity is the Council of Trent. Mandat sancta Syho- 

■ ■ " ■ ■ " ■ ■ ■■ I ■ ■ I ■ ' ■ ■■ ■ ill ■ ■ I ■ I ■ I ■ I II ■ I m* I ^ ' I ■ ' III I I ' » j l i ■■ 

- . - - , • . ■- *• 



SECTioy IV. 47 

das, omnibus Episcopis, Stc. — inprimisde Sanctorum 
intercessione, invocatioiie, reliquiarum lionore, et le- 
gitiino imaginum usu, tidelcs dillgenter instruant, do- 
centes eos, Sanctos, una cum Christo regnantes, 01a- 
tiones suas pro hominibus Deo offerre, boiium atque 
utile suppliciter eos iiivociire : et ob beneficia inipe- 
tranda a Deo — ad eorum orationes opem aiixLliurnqLie 
conjii^ere : illosvero, qui negant Sanctos, (eterna felici- 
tate in ccelo fruentes, iiivocandos esse: aiit qui asserunt, 
vel ilios pro hominibus non orare, vel eorum, ut pro 
nobis etiam singulis orent, invocationem esse idolola- 
triam — vel pugnare cum verbo Dei — adversarique 
honori unius Mediatoris Uei, et homiiium Jesu Cbrls- 
ti, vel stiiltum esse in ccelo regnantibus voce vel mente 
supplicate impie sentire.* 

With respect to the images of Christ, and of the 
Saints, the Council of Trent has worded its decree, 
with great caution. Imagines porro CHristi, Deipars 
Virginis, et aliorum sanctorum in templis prcesertim, 
habendfts, et relinendas ; easqiie debilum hoiiofcm ac- 
veneraiionem impertiendara ; non quod credatur inesse 
aliquB in iis divinitas, vel virtus, propter quam sit 
colendte, &e. &c. — sed quoniam lionos qui eis exhi- 
betur, refertur ad prototypa, quce ilJos reprassentnnt.f 

Let the Church of Rome have all the benefit of 
this ambiguity : it must still be considered responsi- 



iT— Venice, p. 237, 
Kv. — Venice, (inge 328. The de- 
is oftlie Council, to which I refer, ete frequently 
o long to be quoted (hroiigliout : I beg (be reader, therefore. 



4y a£ciiON IV, 

ble for the general, allowed, and enforced errors of its 
people. For it grants to images debitum honorem^^ 
the honor which is due to them. Whereas no honor 
is due to an image, and therefore none should b« 
rendered. We are prohibited to offer the least ho- 
mage, however nicely distinguished or defined, to any 
iniage^ whether of the Saints, or the Virgin ; or to the 
supposed resemblances, or emblems of the Deity. 

Having thus briefly noticed the authorised creeds 
of the Church of Rome, or the adu)itted foundation 
of those creeds, to shew the manner, and extent of 
their worship, or adoration, or veneration of the Sa« 
cranient of the Virgin Mary — of the Cross — and of 
Images ; I leave the interpretation of the Vicars Apos- 
tolic, in the remainder of the third, and two follow- 
ing paragraphs, to the impartial consideration of the 
reader. I shall only add the tliree terms which the 
Romanists, use, to describe the exact portion of wor* 
^ip, honor, and veneration, which they say, they 
believe to be due, to tlie Deity, and to the Virgin, to 
Images, and Saints. These terms briefly express all 
the reasoning, of the fourth, and fifth, paragraphs. 

Latria, is the homage they render to the Deity. 

Dulia, is the homage which they pay to Imager 
and to the Saints. 

Hyperdulia, is the homage which they render tQ 
the Virgin.* 



* I refer tlie reader for a full, fair, and elaborate examination 
of this matter to the work of Dean Sherlock, *' On the object of 
religious worship, and the unlawfulness of giving religious wor- 
ship, to any Being, besides the Supreme God." And to Areb* 
bishop Wake's Treatise, " On the Nature of Idolatry, in wbicii 



SECTION IV. 49 

6. Wc answer, therefore* that if by the terms adoration, honour , 
and worship, be understood that supreme adoration, honour, and 
worship which is due only to God ; Catholics do not adore, nor 
honour, nor worship any other, than the one, only, true, and 
living God, the Creator and Sovereign Lord of the universe : 
they do not, in this sense, adore, nor honour, nor worship the 
Virgin Mary, nor any of the Saints, nof the cross, nor images, 
nor any other creature whatsoever. 

6. By adopting the definitions and distinctions 
which I have mentioned in the last paragraph, the 
Romanists hope to escape the charge of idolatry. 
They remind me of the conscientious school *boy, who 
would not break the eightli commandment by steal* 
ing apples ; although he had no objection, to nimming 
them.* 

7. In the Mass, Catholics do offer supreme adoration, not to the 
elements of bread and wine, which they hold not to ^e present 
after the consecration; but to Jesus Christ, the Son of God, whom 
they believe to be truly, really and substantially present, under 
the appearances only of bread and wine, after the consecration, 
and change thereby of the elements into his body and blood. To 
adure Christ, by an act of supreme adoration, is no idolatry ; be** 
cause he is truly God> and consequently a legitimate object of 
supreme worship. 

7. What shall the Protestant say to this para- 
graph ? The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, is a 
subject so serious, that 1 dare not venture upon the 
consideration, even of its abuses, with levity. Every 
Christian believes in the spiritital^ and in this sense^ 



the charge of idolatry is made good agaiuRt the Church of Rome." 
See also Stillingfleet's Works, and Tennison on Idolatry. 

The resemblance between the homage which was paid by the 
Ileathens to their inferior Deities, and that which is rendered 
by the Romanists to their Saints, and to the Virgin, is fully 
proved by Dr. Middieton, in his celebrated letter from Rome. 

* See the story of the Nimmers in Byrom's Poems*— in Cbal- 
idtierB' Poets, vol. 15, p. 198. 
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the real presence^ of aA ubiquitous OocI ih ftielSd- 
charist. He believes also, that eViefry feithfBI ffiin- 
tnunicant spiritually receives the body, atid Hood dP 
Christ, in the same ; together tvlrti those divlttfe'ln- 
fluences of the Spirit, which afe sliperhurnan sti*tfn^6- 
enings of virtue, and which impart, lis (kriis out earth- 
ly existence will permit; that' nature, which Ch^si 
came down to restore to usi Tfint I niav aVdictihe 
very appearance of a want of reverend*, I will *gw/ 
in its own language only, that doctrine of the Qfui^ 
of Rome; which, above all its other errors, has iH? 
creased the number of Infidels, and desecrated f fait 
common cause of Christianity. ' -"^ 

The Vicars Apostolic, in this paragraph, havebckift 
less ambiguous than in other parts of their D(!<^ 
ration. They have acted, in this instance, as they 
ought to have done throughout: they have M^iA iisli 
very words of part of the eleven Canons of the Coui^-*" 
cil of Trent, concerning Transubstantiatioh; TR^ 
profess their belief in the general doctrine, and deny 
the charge of Idolatry. . ^h 

As this is one of the principal points in disfrntS 
between the Protestant Church of England, and die 
Church of Rome, I beg the reader, if it be in bis 
power, to turn to the Canons of the Council of Trent; 
and collect with me, the whole doctrine ofthe Charcfi^ 
of Rome, on the subject of Transubstantiation. 

<< Because Christ," it begins, ^< declared./^ to ba> 
M his body, which he offered, under the appearmiCis 
*^ of bread ; the Church of God (meaning thereby Htm 
^ Church of Rome) has rtkoays been persuaded^ ajgd 
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A^ 



*' this holy Synod therelbre now £naU^ decide j, that, 
" by the consecratioo of the bitiad, and of the wine, 
*' a conversion of tlie ishole mbstance of the bread is 
" made, into tie substance of tlie body of Christ our 
*' Lord ; and, the whole substance of Ike wine, into 
" the substance of his blood ; whicU convei-:>ion is 
*' fitly and properly called, Tranaubstantialion."* 

In the next chapter of the same Session we read) 
the decision of the Council, respecting the worship 
and veneration, to be paid to tbis most holy Sacra- 
ment. The Latria, the worship due to ihe Almighty, 
if to be paid to the Sacrament, because, they believe, 
that same God to be present in it, whom, ihe Eternal 
Father bringing into the world, said, " I^et all the 
angels of God worship Him."-|- 

The next chapter provides for the preservation of 
die Host, in the Sacrarium ; and the following, tor 
the right preparation for receiving the Sacrament. 
After which we read a chapter on the use of the Sa- 
crament. We then come to the Canons whicii de^ 
fine the doctrine of Tran substantiation more clearly. 
B)ach Canoa concludes with an anathema, against all 
who r^ect its decision. i 



• Quorriam aiitem ChristiiB Redcmptor norter, corput auum 
id, <]uod sub specie panis oBerebar, vere esse dixit ; ideo persna- 
■um Kmper in Ecclesis Dei fuit, idque nunc denno, sanctH hx-: 
ij'nodul declamt, per consecrationem psnis, et vini convereionem 
fieri totius suhslantix panis in eubsCantiani corporij Chrlsti. 
Domini Nottri, et totius substantiEe vini,in (ubslontiam sangiiinLh 
ejui, oujB coiiversict, convenienter, el proprie n Sanctte Eccleii* 
Catholicfe: Transubstaiittatio est appellaui. — Coac. Trid. Set: 
sHi. c, iv. 
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It is from the first Canon that the Vicars Aposti)* 
lie have taken the words, "truly, really, and sub- 
stantially." - :- 

" If any one,'* says this celebrated Canon, ** Aall 

" deny, that the bodj^ and the bloody together ^ith 

^^ the soul^ and dwinityy of oilr Lord- Jesus Chri^ 

" and therefore, that the whole Chrtst,^ ik c^miMined^ 

^^ truly^ really^ and substantially^ iii ebe 'Sacrameik of 

« the most Holy Euchmidt ;' but Aall saf-tbat He'is 

•* only in it, as in a sign, or bya ligur^ or vUtuaHy 

—let him be anathema/'*^ . , " 

Canon 2. " If any me shall sayy thai theris> fe^ 

^^^ mains hi the Sacrament th^ substance of bt^ad- and 

' ♦* wine^ together mth the body and Mood of Christ, 

^ " and shall deny that wonderful, and singtilair* cOti- 

" version, of the whole substance of the bread iiito 

'" the body; and of the whole substance of the^'wine 

" into the blood; the species, or appearaneeS' only 

^* of bread and wine remaining — which chan^ Che 

"Church most appropriately <^aUs Tran9iib6tetiii>- 

" aticMi — let him be anathema."f 

• Can. 1. Si qiiis neffaverit, in Sanctissim« Fn<rharitti8B Sa- 
cramento contineri vere, realiter, et substantialiter, curpus et 
sanguinem, una cum anima et divinitate Domi^ii opstrL Jesu 
Chrbtiy ac prolnde totum ChrUtuin ; sed dixent thntummoa/o^etae 
ill eo, ut in bigno, vel figura, aut virtute-^anathema sit. , 

t Can. *^, Si quis dixerit, in-sncro SanctoEucbaristiss. Sacra- 
mento, remanere substantiam pniii&et vlni, una cum car|)jori^ et 
sanguine, Domini nostri Jesu Christi, negaverltq : mirabilem i0ani 
et singulareni conversionem toiius substantiae panis in corpus, et 
totius substantias vini in fiBn^uinem, manentibus dumt^xat spe- 
cfdbii^ panis, ec vIni—- quam qufdem conversionem' Oitfiplics 
EcdesU aptissime TranMst&htlirtibnda appelhe^^&ifhistt^^ lik 
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/Cam. a;,3^rif atoy- one shaft detty- ike^ the nBhole 
"^..Christ is contained in the Holy SacramefU^ in each 
** specieSf and in every portion of each species^ when 
:¥ tiiey are divided^Qt him be anathema."* 
•: Can. 4. "If any one shall assert, that, after the 
,5^ consecration has been completed^ the body and 
^Vblood of Christ our Lord is not in the wofiderful 
<< .Sacrament ajE the Eudiarist, but only while it is 
^< taken, and not before, nor afti^r ; and that the real 
M body cf iJae Lord does not remain in the host, or 
'< consecrated particles, which are left after, the com- 
." muiiionrrr4et him be anatheraa."f 
. Can. 5. " If any one shall affirm, that remission 
^' of sins is the principal advantage of the Holy Eu- 
^^ charist; or that other effects do not proceed from 
« it— let him be anathema."^ 

Can. 6. " If any one shall affirm, that Christ, the 

*^ only begotten Son of God, is not to be adored in 

** the Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist, with the wor- 

.f^ship of Latria^ ^d that outwardly ; or that it is not to 



♦Cas^. ST. Si qnis n^averft,in yenerabili Sacramento Eucharis- 

-tiae, sub unaquaque specie, et sub singulis cujusque speciei par* 

r^'tibusy teparati^^fte facta, totum Cbristuia contineri**anathema 

:.- iU.. ...... 

f Can. 4; Si (jius (Iixerit, peractH conseeratione, in admirabili 
^"-^trcbaHAbee'Sabraiirienta non esse corpus et sangqinent Domini 

no^tri J^sii Cbristi, sed tantum in u^su, duni snmitur, non aufem 
'^''»^^'^'e\pM9ty etr?b hostiis sea parti^ulis con^ecratrs, ijute post 
^^' <?0itttti6nitinrim resc^vantnr, vel supersunt, non remanerd verum 

cbrjniif Dofhiiiv-^i^tlathenia sit. 






. . j^Xan^ 5/^iquis,dixent, vel praecipviuni friictura sanctissi- 
J. ;in|ip^ £iicl^|^ti9 esse reaa^sionem geccatorum; vel ex eanoa 
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<< be veneratedi in appointed testivalst aad asfteiabliis,* 
** or not to be solemnly carried about in prooeasiDlit 
<< according to the laudable and universal aeroce^ wd 
" custom of the Holy Churchy— or that it is not ti^. 
*^ be publicly held up to the paQple» that it itmy b»* 
'^ adored — and that those who adore it are idolatev^*^ 
"let him be anathema."f r. 

Can. 7. ** If any one shall say^ that it is not law**- : 
" ful, that the Holy Eucharist, should ba k^ uff, > 
<< in a Sacrarium, but that it ought naturally ancL? 
" properly to be given to the bystandiers ; or that it ^' 
*^ is not lawful, that it should be carried to the sickt % 
" in procession — let him be anathema*''^ ■ - -.• t 

Can. 8. ^^ If any one shall say, that Christi as 4el ..i 
'^ forth in the Eucharist, is only to be eaten s|9iritMal* J 
" ly, and not also sacramentally, and really— -let kiitk v. 
*' be anathema."^ ' ^ 

• ■■ • -• \ 



• 



Can. 6. Si quis dixerit, in sancto fiuchariite SaemlMatd 



•MV 






Christum unigcnitum Dei Filium non esse cuitu latrise, etiam 
externo, adoraQdum ; atque ideo nee (estivi peculiari celebritate^ 
Teneraiidum, neque in processionibus secundum laudabilem et 
universalem £cclesie lancte ritum et consuetudinem, solemniter 
circumgestandum, reA non publico^ ut adoretur popui6 propo* 
nendam, et ejus adoratores tme idolatras — anatbenm sit. 

f C^l^britBs totius Gaeciae — 

Sublata est cetebritss virorum etm^lierum. ^,. ^^ 

Ck.Ihleg. 11, 2*. 

X Can. 7. SI qqis dixerit, non licer« sacnun Eucharistim, "" ^ 
in sacrark) reservari, sed statim post coosecrationeoj a^dataatiho^i. . 
necessdrib distnbu^ndahi, aut non ficere, ut iUa ad infirmoi h<w 
norifice deferatur — anathema sit. 

$ Can. 8. Si-quis fKxerit^ Christani in EucbaH^ exblbiium,' 
sptrituaiiter tanti^m mandiiean, ec non etiam sacran)eot;^Kt9u:^ » 
ac reali(»r— «nath«na i^ • '^''1^^ . ' .',/ ^ -,v 
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The flireb «her Canons refer to questions of dLs- 
cipline. 

Stich are the doctrines of the Church of RomCj re- 
specting the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. I en- 
tPEflt the reader to reflect upon their nature, and their 
consequences — the evidences upon which they are 
proposed, and the reasoning by which they are de- 
fended. I cannot be accused of misrepresentation, 
I have referred only to the Council, which finally 
established the doctrine of Trans ubslanttation. Pro- 
testants, and consequently every member of the Le- 
gislature, consider this doctrine to be idolatrous, and 
superstitious. The Romanists sternly, and indig- 
nantly, deny this charge. Tliey affirm, that they be- 
lieve the elements of bread and wine, not to be pre-- , 
sent after consecration, though they appear to be so ; 
and they are therefore undeserving of this accusation. 
1 will only reply — 

Idolatry is not a crime of the will, but of the un- 
derstanding. No heathen bowed down to an idol, 
who could not have asserted hishelieti that the cre- 
ated objects of his absurd worship, represented the 
Deity,' Idolatry never has existed, if it does not 
then exist — when a substance, wliicli the taste, the 
smell, the touch, and the sight, declare to be a wafer, 
is worshipped as the real dodj/ and Hood, and soul, 
and divinity, of the Creator and Gnide of ike universe. 
And as the worship of (he apparent, and tangible 



3(i s£cTfON re, 

wafer, is thus idolatrous, as farasthesiBinesimd 
son of men can determine ; so also is it soperstiidoiM^ 
because it afibrds us, the most unreasonable notion' of 
the Deity, and is eontraij to the revdatioa. He has 
imparted of himself. ^ > , . < ., ..v 

If the, old objection to this reasomng ibei'propo- 
sed, that Transubstnntiation is not more difficult ^f 
belief, tlian the doctrine of the Trinity; we repeat 
tlie unanswerable reply^*that the doctrine) of 'the 
Trinity appeals to our fiiith alone, without any in- 
terference of our senses ; and it is founded on the au- 
thority of an unerring revelation ; which assigtis tb^ at- 
tributes of Deity, to the Supreme Being), to tbe> Father, 
to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one unsearchable, 
mysterious, infinite Almighty. The wafer ren^ains 
the same after consecration as it was before; ievefy 
sense which proved its identity, still bearing witbess, 
that it has undergone no change. 



» - 



8. But if Catholics, using the ancient language of the Chnstlan 
eburch, are said, .«.^ •. j 

1st. To worship the fiaints; thi» worship inp«t be umlerst$iod 
to be only an inferior worship, honour, and respect. pHi j to them 
*))roj[)ortibnate to tl>e limited perfectioim and excefienees Which 
<#od has bestowed upon them; hut this wofbhip is infinh^ly be- 
low that supreme worship ^hich theypay to God. C^tbd)!c8 
Acknowledge no perfection or encdlence in auy faintt^potewen 
in the Blessed Virgin Mary, which they do not profess to he the 
work and gift of God in tficm. So that kihortotirirtg tW^li^ts, 
i they celfbrnte the work^ of God, and consequently F!K![S'^^'*y 
to him. Whatever act of religious veneration we jiay to the 
taitit^, h altimately referred to God. / <- * i /^\ :\ 

^^ 8. IhaveInsertedabove(Sect. Iv.pkr.'A), thcfWb- 
gnage of tlie Council ^f Trent, on the invoeatioH of 

^ faints. ' If wa orefcar to the Breviaries, a.Q4 JiJi^sals 
of the Church of Rome, we shall meet witb^iMfiiy 



^fiddi^Bsesito^e Samts^ whichr^re v^ aceiirately ld«« 
^Knbedtut ike worck of this paragraph of the decla^ 
Nation* ' The Ghurch of Route elevates; certain peiv 
^BQti^ to the caak ^f Mediators between God and tnai^; 

whereas the Scripture assures us that there ih but one 
-onlj" Mediator, between: God nand man, that is, lour 
^Blesaeii SaviotiT.^ If the reader will turn -to the cOni- 
r/iDon Missal, he ^Villvmeet at every page in the* latter 
'[fmrtvof the book, full proofe of this assertion. Thtt^T- 
-n Iteff. jfi.-^^r+Grant that by the merits and death of 3t- 
-.JJictolaMJ, we nuiy be delivered from eternal fl^tmesr-! 
-jr. 3eci 7i (-page 5!28.*— Grant by the inljercessiQUoef 
^St.: Aibdrew, J)bat the gifts we have offeted ro^piy pi!0- 
,«iure'us eternal salvation. ^ ; 

?a £jfl:»k 19, p. MO. — That by * the intercession of jSt 
jWt>lstan, we may be made woitby, &c. 8^c. 
^z?^Jnvu ^i, p. 542. — ^Tbat we may experience the 

effects of the prayers of St. Agnes.; 

Jan. 22, p. 54-2. — That we may be delivered from 

the guilt of our crimes, by the prayers of the blesis^d 

Martyrs Vincent and Anastasiuis. 
> w Jn pr 464, we read the general prayer, on the qs- 
^Jebration of the festival of Martyrs— grant that "vire 
^'wlity celebrate his martyrdom, may enjoy bis protec- 

.tipn^r^and I might select many more examples, 
^Bnt the Saints, it is said, aiie worshipped with an 

inferior worship. No — ;>ve reply, they, am worship- 
^ .pqctwitb mental prayer j f^ the exprejji^ion is, ;" n^ente 

iO '» ><' * { I ■ •" ■ " » M ■ .1 ■« t\<\ }*n— 't V ^ f * \, *»,.„,. f m, ' \ ■ . 't il , < 
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supplicare/' They are here iwoocated as poueued ijf 
the divine attribtUe of Omnipresence / otherwise pray^ 
ofiered to them in any form, would be absurd. We 
are but creatures, however eminent^ or glorified* 
Surely we are justified in calling the worship of a 
creature idolatrous— *and as the whole system of wor- 
ship is thus erroneous, we cannot err in calling it 
superstitious.* 

But we are told, <* in honoring the Saints the Ko» 
manists celebrate the works of God, and give glory to 
Him.''*<-Is not then the Persian also justified, in pay- 
ing homage, to that beautiful emblem of Providence^ 
the rising sun ? Were not the Tsabaists justified in 
venerating, the host of Heaven ? According to this 
ingenious argument, both the Protestant and the Ro- 
manist, may yield ^^ an inferior worship, honor, and 
respect,'' according to their idea of its proportionate 
perfections, to any object of the visible creation ; b^ 
cause the glory of all, and each, must be ^* ultimately 
referred to God.'* If the Protestant reasons, and 
enquires further — and questions, whether the spirits 
of the dead, have power to hear prayer, or to inter- 
cede for man ; or to read the hearts of men, or to be 
present in many places at the same time, where their 
worshippers may be invoking them ; we are then told, 
that God sometimes reveals to the Saints, what we 
entreat them to pray for — or, that the Saints may 



* See the discussion of this subject in Dr. Pbiilpotts's Letters 
to Mr. Butler, p. 27— and the Supplement. Tract*, Tit. vL 
Biihop HaH't Works, toI. 9, &c. 
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iSerive llieir information from Angels — or, thut the 
Sunts see iii tlie iriirrnr of the Deity, ail thai. Gfld 
desires they should see; aiid among other tJiings the 
prayers of their supplicants. 

Why should we be detained longer on tJiis point ? 
I will merely add — the Saints of the Church of Ronie 
were sometimes turbulent, anihitioys, worldly, and 
crafty men ; who were elevated to their splendid pre- 
eminence, by Popes, whose characters) in too many 
instances, resembled their own. Some of them were 
good men : but ^ven if tliey had all been the very 
best, that ever adorned humanity — ■when did the ^reat 
Creator confer upon the Popes of Eome, (he power to 
elevate a mortal, to the rani of a Slediator befrLeen 
God, and Man ? Why too should the best of the 
human race, be adored and Invocated ? My grand- 
mother was a good woman. If the Pope pleases, he 
may cauonliie her : yet even then, why should I wor- 
ship my grandmother?* 

9. ?J. To adoi'e the cross: tliis word, if applied to the croM it* 
leif, raeans no more dum an inrerior and relative respect paid to 
tite instrument of our redemption ; but if in view of the Cross it 
Itc applied to Christ himself, then it mesnn, as it ought to nieai), 
an ixct of supreme adoration, 

9, Tliese explanations, limitations, and definitions, 
are not to be found in the formularies of the Church 
of Rome. Thomas Aquinas, a man who has been 
canonized, and who is now invocated as a Saint, has 
decided, that the image of Christ, is to be worshipped 
with the Latria. It is true, that Ilellarmine objects 
to tltij opinion : and we certainly give to the Roman- 
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ists the power of detcrniiniiig that the learned Cardi- 
nal, is more correct tlian the canonized Saint 

10. 3d, To worship the images of Christ or of the saints: the word 
is here again understood by Catholics only of an inferior and re- 
lative respect shewn to images, in consideration of the respect due 
to the objects which they represent, and to which the respect 
shewn to the images is referred. In this sense respect is shewn 
to the statue or to the throne of the King, in consideration of 
the majesty of the personage to whom they relate. Ad insult 
offered to his statue would be considered as intended to be of- 
fered to the king hin)self. In this sense a son respects the image 
or picture of his parent; a parent that of his child; a friend that 
of his friend ; not for any intrinsic virtue in the material sub- 
tance or work of art, but because it relates to, and brings to his 
mind, the object of his respect and affection. 

10. Most miserable is the condition of the Church 
of Rome. We are living in an age of improvement. 
The very word improvement implies, that in propor- 
tion as knowledge encreases, and as experience en- 
lightens mankind, so the present age will be wiser, 
than the preceding ages ; unless it refuses to benefit 
from the events of the past. Experience has long, 
and fully, demonstrated, the folly and vanity of the 
least homage, however " inferior or relative," to gra- 
ven images. I cannot but believe that the Laity of 
the Church of Rome would be willing to renounce 
this superstition, if they could bring themselves to 
resist their Priesthood ; and to suppose the possibility 
of erroneous decisions by the Church of Rome, dur- 
ing the ages of darkness. If they could do this, they 
would no longer bow down tOj or before, a graven 
image. 

The Second Nicene Council first commanded the 
veneration of images, in opposition to the positive 
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law of God, and the uniform decision of the early 
Fathers. This Council pronounces an anathema, 
against all who interpret the denunciations of Scrip- 
ture against images, as referring to holy images. It 
anathematises those who do not worship images,* 
who doubt of, or who are disaffected to them. But 
the history of this Council, is a disgrace to the 
Church. 

The modem practice of the Church of Rome, is 
very different from that which is insinuated in this 
paragraph of the declaration. That images tt?^^, and 
arcj supposed worthy of receiving homage, by the 
people of Italy, Portugal, and other coimtries, where 
the rays of Protestantism have not yet penetrated the 
palpable darkness of error ; is fully demonstrated by 
the long catalogue of winking, weeping, smiling, 
groaning images, enumerated by Dr. Fhillpotts. 

There is no analogy between the respect, paid to 
the throne of a king, and the homage rendered to a 
graven image. In the former case, the Prince is 
absent ; and the honor is offered to the public magis- 
tracy, by conventional custom. In the latter case, 
God is ever present ; and He has positively, and ex- 
pressly forbidden, that the homage which is due to 
Himself alone, should be transferred to any person, 
creature, being, or image. Neither is there any ana- 
logy between image worship, and the natural feeling 
of respect, which may be shewn to the picture of a 



* Toii fAvt v^offAVvSat rais ay/W c<xoyaf .«— JVct 1. p. 61y p. 584, 

Ap. Tracts, vol ii. Tit. vi. p. 279. 
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d^tklrt^ f^iiretit, or friend. We lure {mr^m^torily 
f^biddeft to set up any resemblance^ 61: figure^ ot 
ittki^ or token of God — ^because there i^ no likc^ 
liess ifi heaven, or on earth, to which Qad may btf 
co^t^ftred. Neithet* do ^ eVer bow down to^ or pay 
&hy ho&ii^e t6, tht; pictures^ or staiuesy of pi^kices^ 
p^i^ei^tis, or fHebds. If a priii^e^ or ^en a parent^ 
were to know that we rendered any signs of tenefk« 
tion to his pidltiii^^ by pi'bying to it, or ofihing it liny 
petitibh t he iVOUld eef talhly d^fem us insane ! Y«t 
thi9 ven<^ation is ^arfely as ratiohai^ ad that which is 
^ered to relies of wood, afid old bonte ; or to that 
#h{eh is paid ti> the well-^l^ssed figures of waxM 
Vlt-glhi ! 

11. Tb cofidtiflfi this reifltife regard for inii^i or picturtl^ 
would be to condemn ihe very feelings of nature. To charge the 
Catholic with iddldtfy, bediatisfe thfe titm wolrsMp^ tmhin^ Mv titi 
iryMor end reiefive regbrd^ is feuiid in the ancient find mdddrn 
liturgies of his cliurch^ is not consistent with candour or charity. 

11. The "feelings of nature" are no guide to the 
proper, and acceptaUe' service of God. No worship 
is regarded by the Almighty, but that which he has 
Himself commanded. The Romanist is not charged 
with idolatry, because of the use, or abuse, of a par- 
ticular word ; but because of the absurd decisions e( 
his Church ; and more especially on account of the 
actual practice of the members of his communion. 



12. The charge that the Catholic church sanctions the praying 
TO images, is a calumny, and carries with it an imputation of stu- 
pidity too gross to be noticed. Catholics sometimes pray be- 
FORlB images, because they serv^ to collide t their thoughts, and fix 
their attention in their meditations and prayers ; but they are not. 
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>n tb«t aecoiiDt, to be supposed to be so void of i 
\s to pray to the image : for they know that 



id that it can neither lee, n 



caHiii and sense 
hear, nor help 



12. This paragraph is iolally at variance witli the 
9teond Council of Nice, afid of the Council of TruDt, 
to which the Vicars Apostolic have sworn obedietice. 

The Second Council of Nice Hnatheniatises all 
^ose, who say, it is sufficient to have images, to excite 
in their minds the more lively remembiance of Uie 
prototypes, and Mot for worship— and, that, men are 
to worship and salute the images of Christ and the 
Blessed Virgin,* 

The Council of Trent also declares, tliat tlie images, 
are to receive " debilum honoreni." We must sup- 
pose that *' this due honor," is that which former 
Councils assigned to these dumb idols. 

The practice of the Church of Rome, has been con- 
sistent with the CounGils. We do not doubt, btit 
that the Vicars Apostolic see the folly of praying to 
images ; but the charge against the members of their 
Chwch, is not a calumny, because these men are sen- 
sible of the absurdity. I could relate many true nar- 
ratives, of more consistent Romanists than the Vicnrs 
ApostoUc, who paid their devotional visits to miracu- 
lous images — of the Bambino, or image of the Child 
Jesus, which visited a Marchesa at Rome, to assist 
lier in her delivery ; and which, (or w ho, ) having |jer- 
fonhed this good office, k^iocked at the door of a 
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church ; and returned, with much propriety, to its pe* 
destal, and niche, when the door was opened. I could 
tell also of the images, who, or which, exerted them* 
selves to arouse the Italians against the French, so late 
as the year 1796— -Cardinals and Bishops bearii^ wit- 
ness to the miracle ; and the Pope, instituting a frater- 
nity in its commemoration. On the 1 3th of May, 1 8 1 4) 
'Pojpe Pius VIL in person crowned a miraculous imagCi 
which had so often opened, and closed, and turned 
its eyes, that the enraptured people wept with joy* 
An account of these events was published in London, 
in 1801, by Keating and Brown. An Italian edition 
appeared, with the official approbation, and permis- 
sion of the Master of the Sacred Palace. Pius VI. 
granted, and Pius VII. confirmed, an annual mass, 
with an office, in remembrance of these astonishing 
events I I could add more from Dr. Phillpotts's letters, 
than I have now inserted ; but I refer my readers to 
his excellent work. 

I might select from the History of the Church of 
Rome, long histories of the consecration of images, 
their ornaments, their wax-lights burning before them 
— the incense, the bowing down, the prostrations, the 
kneelings, the intent looks, the public processions, 
the long pilgrimages to particular images, the greater 
offerings, the more numerous miracles, and the fierce 
divisions among the partizans of various images. All 
would be proof, that the majority of the Church erf 
Rome, bow down to images, as well as worship be- 
fore them. We need only visit a neighbouring coun- 
try, to be convinced, that public processions, pilgri-^ 
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mages, and prostrations, are not only practised by 
the Romanists, but are held by them in the highest 
estimation. 

Even bowing down before images is forbidden. 
We are invited to come into the presence of God, 
and worship before him alone ; and we read in the 
Old Testament (2 Chron. xxv. 14?) that the anger of 
the Almighty was directed against a King of Israel, 
for bowing himself down before an image, and burn- 
ing incence to it— an offence which the members of 
the Church of Rome have committed, since the gros- 
ser corruptions of Christianity prevailed. 

13. Catholics do solicit the intercession of the angels and saintt 
reigning with Christ in heaven. But in this, when done accord- 
ing to the principles and spirit of the Catholic church, there is 
nothing of superstition, nothing which is not consistent with true 
piety. For the Catholic church teaches her children not to pray 
to the saints as to the authors or givers of divine grace ; but only 
to solicit the saints in heaven to pray for them, in the same sense 
as St. Paul desired the faithful on earth to pray for him. 

13. I have already inserted the words of the Coun- 
cil of Trent, respecting the peculiar regard paid to 
Saints. The Catechism of the Council of Ti^ent, does 
not confine the homage of the Romanists to the 
solicitation of " the Intercession of the Angels and 
Saints ;" it commands the people^ venerari^ adorarcj 
colere* — and litanies have been composed, and pray- 
ers offered, in compliance with this decree.f In the 



* Catech. Rom. par. J. c. 2, n. 8, 9. 

t Litanise S Angelorum. — Vide Horologium Tufelarit Angeli 
a Drejretio, p, 84. 
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common bopkf of devotion, we mft6twit{i mtmf pumf^ 
tTfi to the Saints and AngeU. v v -j 

In all this we are told, ^^ there is nothing of su* 
perstUion, nothing which k not oonMtentwbii Ime 
{fiety;" because the Saints are intreated to {nray ftai 
iw^ <^ in the same sense ^ Sl Paul desired the fiMi^ 
ful on earth to pray for him." 

What possible analogy can thisre be betwe^!i the 
liying, and the dead ? 

6c Paul requested his religious friends, who wei^ 
fitiU on earth, to pray for him ; in the saine way as 
the Protestants do, at this day. He did not invoice 
those friends, who had departed this life ; nor entreat 
them- to become his advocates, and mediators, in hea- 
ven. 

St. Paul was conscious, that his friends op eart^ 
had the power of interceding for, and praying for him; 
and joining with him in spirit before the throne of 
their common God, because he could make known 
to them his request But we have no evidence, either 
from reason, Scripture, or antiquity, that the deail^ 
can hear prayers ; or if they could hear, that they 
could comply with them. 

To petition an invisible being, in another worlds if 

an act of adoration and worship ; to desire theinter- 

• * ■ ■" ^ 
cession of a friend, in the present state, is a m9tt^r 

of daily, and hourly occurrence, and cannot be cout 

sidered, as an act of adoration, and w<Mrshtp. 

There is, therefdre, no analogy whatever, between, 

praying to the dead, and splicitiDg ib^ iiyjqg; 
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though this supposed analogy is the only argument, 
upon which the superstition !s tolerable. 

14. Catholics, according to the faith and pious practice of Iho 
Christian church from the age of the Apostles, do pray for the 
release and eternal rest of departed souU, who may be detained 
for a time in a lEace of punishment on account of their liaa, 
but in this we cannot discover even the shadow of liuperstltioii. 

14. The mediation of Christ is superseded, by the 
doctrine of purgatory. The reward, or punishment 
of spirits, in the invisible state, both reason and Scrip- 
ture assure us, must depend upon their conduct, and 
fiiith, in the present life. They are left: to the justice 
and mercy of the Almighty ; who accepts the myster- 
ious mediation of the One, only Iledeemer. We 
must ourselves die, before we can know more than 
this : but we will not adopt errors, because we meet 
with difficulties. We will not believe, that our ac- 
ceptance with the Almighty can possibly depend upon 
the affection, or piety of our surviving friends ; rather 
than on our own faith, labors, or holiness. The 
Protestant is compelled to believe tlie practice of 
praying for the dead, to be superstitious ,* because, he 
perceives, that it is alike contrary to reason, and Scrip- 
ture. The prayers which are offered, for its dead, by 
the Church of Rome, are not that tribute of affection, 
which may sometimes form an apology, in its unre- 
strained emotion, for an unphilosophical, unreason- 
able, or unscriptural invocation of the spirit of the 
departed, or an ejftculatory prayer for its felicity — 
they are deliberate petitions and entreaties, to re- 
ifeve the souls of their brethren from the coudemna- 



68 SFXTION IV. 

lion, which ihcy have brought upon Uiemselves, in 
their only state of triaL Upon this custom, another 
opinion was gradually obtruded upon the insulted 
^orld — ^the doctrine of indulgences ; or prayers for the 
dead, upon the payment of money, either left, for 
that purpose, by the dying ; or so appropriated by 
their friends. This latter doctrine is the conse- 
quence of the former. They have hitherto been 
taught together. They have been separated in the 
course of the present controversy, first by Mr. Butler, 
and now by the Vicars Apostolic. So let it be. The 
cause of truth, the cause of the Protestant, must 
triumph ; however narrow, and wherever chosen the 
field of contest.* 

We may regret that the Vicars have not defined 
the word superstition. The doctrine of Indulgences 
will be further considered below. 



15. By invoking the intercession of the Saints in heaven, and by 
praying, for the suffering souls in purgatory, Catholics exercise 
acts of that communion of charity, which subsists between the 
members of the mystical body of Christ: the principle of which 
communion they profess to believe, when they say, " I believe 
the holy Catholic church, the ct^munion of Saints,^* 

15. In answer to the apology, both for "invoking 



♦ The doctrines of Purgatory, and of purchased prayers for 
the dead, are united in the Decree of the Council of Trent. 

— praecipit sancta synodus, ut sanam de Purgatorio doctrinam 
a Christi fidelibus cred?, teneri, doceri, et ubique prsedicr.ri dili- 
genter studeant. — Curcnt autem Episcopi, ut fidelium vivorum 
suffragia, Missarum scilicet sacrificia, orationes, eleemosynae, 
aliaque pietatis opera, quae fideli* us, pro aliis fidelibus. defunctis 
fieri consueverint, secundum Ecclesias instituta^ pie^ et devote 
fiant.— Cone, Trid* Scss, xxv. 
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the iatetcession of the saints in heaven," and for 
prayers for the dead — We reply, 

That the Holy Catholic Church is, that one body 
of rational, and accountable beings, whether in hea- 
ven, or in earth, who worship the same God, with 
one acceptable faith. Christians are in communion 
*mitk each other^ when they meet at the same altar. 
Their communion consists in the sameness of their 
their faith, in their devotion to the same God, and 
in their mutual charity, and love. They have com- 
munion with angelSf so far as their praise is the same.* 
They have the communion of saints, with the dead, 
as they thank God, for all who have departed this 
life in his faith, and fear. Thus are their hearts en- 
larged with love, and hope, and faith, in the most 
perfect communion of saints, which a human being 
can enjoy, in this imperfect condition. They pray 
not for the dead— for their souls are in the hand of 
God ; and they presume not to derogate from the 
honor of that God, by inventing frivolous distinc- 
tions, as an apology for a possible violation of his 
law, by " invoking the intercession of saints, and 
angels." 



16. After this explanation and declaration, we hope that our 
countrymen will never be so unjust or so uncharitable, as to 
charge Catholics with idolatry or superstition, nor be so illiberal 
as to attempt to give a colour to these injurious charges^ by fix- 



* Therefore with angels, and archangels, and with ail the 
company of heaven, &c. &c.— CowwwnioTi Service of the Church 
of England, 
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ii)| an exdiuive meaning to terma, which, in the lancnageof 
Scripture, Chriitian antiquity, «ud common ueage, btar diSercnt 
Knaei, in diSereot circumstances. 

IS, Our charges are not founded upon any verbal 
quibbling, as the Vicars Apostolic insinuate in this 
paragraph. We appeal to facts, decrees, and events : 
neither will we allow the Vicars Apostolic, even 
though they deem us illiberal, to extricate themselves, 
and their Church ; from the grave charges, which are 
brought against them; by interpreting words, accord- 
ing to their own usage, tlieir own sense, their own 
pleasure, or the changes of circumstances, and times. 
The blessings of the reformation are at issue. The 
reign of conciliation, and compliance, has failed. 
The Protestants are at length discovering, that the 
influence of Rome is approaching towaitis the go- 
vernment of England ; to exact, not freedom, not to- 
leration, but political power. We have once defied 
the thunders of the Vatican, and the ban of its priest- 
hood. We will now resist its blandishments, and 
smiles. We will listen in silence to its insinuations, 
and reproaches ; till we revive the dying detestation 
of its doctrines, and universal resistance to its claimf^ 
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On the potBtr of forgiving S'm$, and UiefTtcepl of ConfemOH.'^* 

I. The Catholic church is charged with \ta[iitiy,iniauTj)m(tth&^ 
ptwerofJorftMngtim, and with cpirituiU tyranny, in impoiing' 
on the peop\e the yiJie of cottfriiioB. 

I. This charge is also just. Every doctrine pecu- 
liar to the Church of Home, appears to be proposed, 



and maintained, for the sole purpose of ex&lting the 
power of its Priesthood. The absolution by the Priest, 
in the Church of Rome, is judicial ; and it is made 
as essential to the forgiveness of the penitent, os that 
of a judge on the bench.* Whereas the absolution 
of the Church of England, is merely declaratory of 
the promises of forgiveness, upon repentance ; and id 
only 60 far judicial, as the Minister is sometimes re- 
quired to decide on the sincerity of the penitent. His 
interference, however, is not considered indispensable 
to the remission of sins. But the confession exacted 
by the Church of Rome, is indeed a heavy yoke. It 
is not that open, general, public, humiliation, which 
the Scriptures command, and which the primitive 
Church required; and which is now adopted in the 
services of iJie Church of England — it is the private 
confession to a Priest, of all the thoughts of tlie heart, 
however secret.f Christ has no where commanded 



* Non debet p<EniCens adeo sibi de auk ipsius tide blandin, ut 
ctiamsi nulla illi adsit cootritio, nut iaccrdoti animus serio u^cndi, 
et vere tkbiolvendi deait; pulet tameii gc, propter EUsm lolam 
Mem, vere et coram Deo esie Hbaolutum. — Conr, Trid. Sen. 
liv. cap. vi. p. 100. 

Si quii dixerit absolulionem sacrs mental em saccrdocis non 
ea'C actum judicialem, sed nudum ministerium pronuntiandi, eC 
dectarandi remissB ebse canlitenti; modo tantnm credat se CEte 
absolutuni— anathema (it,— Cowc, Trid. Seis. si». eon. a, p. 109. 

Absolutio aacerdoCalis, non est nudum ministerium, vel an- 
nuntiandi evangelium, vel declarandi, remiuaesse peccata, sed, 
ad instar actus judicialis ) quo ab ipuo, velut a judice, lenienEia 
pronuntiatur. — Coiic. 7'rid. Sai..iuy, cap. vi. p. IDO. 

t Opostere a piEnitcntibus, omnia peccata mortalia — in coc' 
fewTone recenseri, eliamsi occultissima. — C<mc. Trid. Seit. xir. 
cup. v., rfe Con/tfsiorir, p. 97-98, 



/'^ 
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such auricular confession as this ; and the records of 
history, demonstrate, that It is not only a *' spirit u{d 
tyranny, but that it has been attended with the most 
scandalous, and disgraceful consequences."* The 
penitent is commanded to remember, and to treasure 
up, in order that he may record them to the Priest, 
all acts, or thoughts, which may be classed under the 
seven deadly sins — that is — imder the heads of pride, 
covetousness, lust, anger, gluttony, envy, and sloth. 

2. The Catholic church cannot be charged with impiety, for ex- 
ercising powers given by Christ to his Apostles and to their law- 
ful successors; nor with tyranny, in enforcing the observance of 
the precept of Christ. 

2. The powers which were granted by Christ to his 
Apostles, were not granted to their lawful successors. 
The Apostles were able to read the hearts of men, 
and their absolution might properly, therefore, be 
judicial. But any other than declaratory absolu- 
tion, except in very extraordinary cases, is liable 
to the charge of tyranny : more especially, when it 
is granted, or withheld, at the pleasure of the Priest ; 
who teaches the people, at the same time, that their 
sins cannot be forgiven without such absolution. 



5. Catholics believe that Christ granted to his Apostles, and to 
the Priests of his Church, power to forgive sins, by the adminis- 
tration of the sacraments of baptism, and penance, to those who 
are duly disposed to receive this grace. They believe that the 
sacrament of penance is an institution of Christ, no less than the 



* See Taylor's Dissuasive, and the Accusations of History, 
on this point. 
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sacrament of baptism. The belief of both, rests on the same 
foundation. 

3. Penance by the Church of Rome, is called a 
Sacrament. Every Sacrament must be ordained by 
Christ himself; and tp every Sacrament there is an 
outward sign ; as the means of an inward, spiritual 
grace. But when, and where, did Christ ordain 
Penance? And what is the outward sign of this 
supposed Sacrament?* The truth is, that the term 
Penance, is substituted for Repentance. Penance is 
submission to an outward punishment — Repentance 
is an inward change from evil, to good ; from impeni- 
tence, to holiness. Penance, therefore, is not requir-t 
ed of a Christian; while Repentance is absolutely 
necessary to salvation. One man may sit at home, and 
on his inward repentance^ may obtain forgiveness of 
sins — ^while another may whip himself at the altar of 
a saint, or visit all the shrines of Italy, and return 
to his house, without a well-founded hope of pardon. 
" Bodily exercise," sa3's the inspired teacher, "pro- 
fiteth nothing ;" and the reason is, that *' God is a 
Spirit; and they that worship Him, must worship 
him, in spirit, and in truth." 



4. In both these sacraments, sin is forgiven by the ministry of 
man. Be baptised every one of you, for the remission of sins, 
ActSfWf 31 ; whose stns you shall foagive, they are forgiven, 



* The Council of Trent calls contrition, confession, and satis- 
faction, quasi materia ; that is, I imagine, a sort of matter, or 
substance, or outward sign ; whereas, these things, ought rather 
to be regarded as the e&qts of an inward grace.— Cmc. Trid. 
Sess, xiv. c. iii. de partibus, et fructu Poenitentiae, page 95. 
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Jobn'xz* 2J. But luxactual &ia cau be ibfj^vea at the JD«pa wfll 
of any Pope, or any priest, or any person whomsoever, without 
a sincere sorrow for naving offended God, and a Urai r^9b\uUoA 
to avoid future guilt, and to a^one for past transgressiont. Anv 
person who receives abbofotloin without these necessary disposi- 
tions, far from obtaining the remission of his sins, incurs the ttf» 
ditional guilt of hyprocrisy and profanation. 

4. Why is the celebrated distinction between mot^ 
tal, and venial sins, omitted in this its proper plaee f 

The doctrine of this paragraph i^ correct: and it. 
is generally taught by the Catholic Church. But^ 
it is not the doctrine of the Church of Rome. 

The Council of Trent teaches, that attrition, which^ 
is an imperfect and incipient sorrow for sin, arising,^ 
from reflection, and the fear of punishment; if it ex«^ 
elude the present intention of sinners, and be attended-^ 
with the hope of pardon, disposes the man to receive 
the Sacrament of Penance ;* and thereby fits him to be. 
absolved, as the necessary consequence of that Sacra- 
ment. Bellarminef stated, and it is believed to be the 
generally admitted doctrine of the Churcfa of Romeri 
that attrition, with absolution, is ^uffibieni td kfl^nZ 

pardon. ♦ • * ' i rrr 

The Catechism of the Council of Trent^ aIso cii^^ 
presses the doctrine of contrition so'loosely,' thatftll^^ 
enquirer after truth, would have great difBculty k%,, 

^ Docet Synodus— Illam vero Contrionem imperfectam ^^-^ 
atfritio dicitur &c. & si volantatem peccandi exclodat, taa\ ipe^ 
veoiae— -quamvis sine Sacramento Poenitentias per se ad justifi- 
cationem perdpcer^ peccatorein nequeatr-tamen ad Dei gra<r ^ 
tiam in Sacram, Poen : impetrandam dispomtv— Con. Trt'd. &s«» 
xir, cap. iv. p. 96, 97., . . . :> » 

. f pe Pttmt lib. U. c. IB. ad fin. apud t»liiHpett»VX«ttffCi^^, 
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disi»TCTing the accuracy of the assertions in this pa- 
ragrnph, — ibat there must be " a firm resolution to 
avoid future guilt, and to atone for past transgres- 

The assertion, that " no actual sm can be forgiven 
at the mere will of any Pope," Sic, is particularly 
dubious, Clement the 6th granted, not only a ple- 
nary indulgence from all punishment, to those who 
died on their way to Rome ; but he commanded the 
angels to carry their souls to Paradi);e. How he 
could be assured, that all these travellers deserved 
snch favor, we are not informed : — it is possible that 
the angels, may have been surprised at his inter- 
ference. We very commonly read, that many years 
of pardon are granted to the faithful, on condition 
that they repeat a particular prayer.* 



5, The obligstion of sacramental confession to a prieat ii not an 
impoi'ition of the ehiirch,bu[ a precept of Christ. Without the 
voluntnry confesjion of the penitent, the power of forgiving, or 
relaminn sini, could not lie exercised, witli discretion and judg- 
ment, by the minister of the sncrament of penance. The con- 
fession of sins could never have lieen introduced, had it not 
been received from the be^^nning as a divine ardiuauce for ihe 
reinifsioii of sin. It has been practised from the earlitist agei of 
Christianity, It is attended with the most salutary cftifcis. Be- 
sides beint; » means of obTniuing the remission of sin, it afTiirds 
relief to the troubled eonicience, and opportunities of reclaim- 
ing deluded sinners from mischievous projects, and of cnuiing 
reparation to be made for injuries done to perions, property, or 
character. It may be ridieuted hy such as blaiphrma l/iatc.l&m^ 
ahki Ihtt/ know tiot [9 Pet. ii. 1^], but will be ever cherished ai 



* See numerous instances collected in Mr Kear/s valaable 
reply'td Bishop Baines's Sermon on the doctrines, riies, »ti4,. 
worsfaifiof theCbui-cbof Roaie.—AivtngfDnt, leds. 
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ft merciful and salutary institution, by those who ara fiocerelf 

lorry for their sins, and earnestly sue for pardon. 

5. The auricular, and minute, confession of every 
mortal sin, to a Priest, as an indispensable condition 
of obtaining pardon from God, is not the confession, 
which was required from the penitent in the primi- 
tive Churches : neither is it any where commanded 
in the New Testament, as a precept of Christ. The 
Church of England encourages the practice of con- 
fession, in those cases only, when the mind is bur- 
thened with sin ; but it does not require it as a neces- 
sary preliminary to pardon : and even this moderate 
custom is only observed, after the Minister has ex- 
horted to repentance, forgiveness of injuries, amend- 
ment of life, and restitution. The confession of sins, 
commanded by our Saviour, is that which is observ* 
ed by the Church of England, in its public services. 
In the early Churches, confession was general, and 
public; the absolution was the same. When the 
members of the Church oommitted any open, or scan- 
dalous, offence, they were required to make open 
penitence, and confession ; declaring their crimes in 
the hearing of the whole Church. Many persons, 
too, who were guilty of crimes, not publicly known^ 
sometimes went voluntarilv, and confessed them to a 
Priest, who prescribed " convenient remedies," with 
public confession. In consequence of the scandal, 
•which frequently ensued from open confession, pri- 
vate, and secret confession, was resorted to, both in 
the Latin and Gretsk Churches,' about the fifth cen- 
tury* These customs war afterwards ^kat^edt into 
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lawSj by the Church df Rome ; and Sacramental Con-^ 
fession^ which thus had gradually become a general 
practice, was permanently established, as a Christian 
institution. We deny, therefore, upon historical evi- 
dence, the assertion in this paragraph, that Sacra- 
mental Confession to a Priest, is *' a precept of Christ,'* 
or of " divine ordinance." It is a compulsory usur* 
pation, founded upon an ancient, useful, and pervert- 
^ custom.* 
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On Indulgencet, 

The Catholic Church is charged with encouraging guilt, by 
giving Uave tn commit sin, and granliuQ an anticipated pardon for 
tins to comey by indu/gences, 

1. I fear that this charge also will be substanti- 
ated. 

• I am willing to allow, that the decree of the Coun- 
cil of Trent,f which ordains the power of granting in- 
dulgences, does not assert^ that " leave may be given 
10 commit sin, and to grant an anticipated pardon for 
future sins, by indulgence." Yet the general practice 
of the Popes, leads us to the conclusion. For they 
promi^d, that those who would join in the Crusades, 
or who would assist in the extirpation of heresies, or 
perform other actions, which were required by the 



* See Cave'8 Primitive Christianity, part ."J, ch. 5. Bingham** 
Ecclesiastical Antiquitiet— aad Hooker'* Ecclesiastical Politie, 
Book 6tb« 
* t Smb. 35, ch. 31. 
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Pope of the day ; the pardop of all sins-i-remisftian 
from the pains of Purgatory— ^plenary absolutk>nr«- 
the remipsioq pf half their sins, ^ or of any porti<ai, at 
their pleasure. We are not told, ^y the Counail of 
Xrent, if a plenary absolutipn was to b^ confined only 
to sins which wer^ past* Spmetimes pardons wc^ 
granted fi>r many thousand year^.^ \ Jt is doulitful, 
whether these pardons referred only to the remission 
of the teqiporal punishments of Purgatory, for jthe.d^- 
signnted pei:iod ; or whether the purchaser, or pos- 
^ssor» of the indulgence, might go on to sin, till he 
had taken out the appointed amount of pardon* Z^ 
for instance, he had only committed so many sins, as 
deserved six thousand years of Purgatory; and badpb<- 
tained an indulgence for twelve thousand ; the Church 
bad not decided, whether he might commit other 
sins, to deserve the pardon still remaining — or wh^ 
ther these six thousand years of remission might be 
sold to another person, who required them— or wee- 
dier they reverted to the bank of the Saint's merits, 
from which they were drawn — or whether they went 
up to the limbo of vanity, with all the other trum- 
pery* The effect of such indecision was, however, 
soon felt, upon the public morality. The l^-incesi pf 
•Oermany, assembled at Nuremberg, in 1522 and 
152S— -in their enumeration of grievances, complain 
of the Priests,^ for selling indulgences, and pardons^ 
not only of sins already committed^ but of sinsy that 
sfiall be committed. They complain, that licences were 
cy^enly Md^ to coipmit every abominable, and scan* 
i^oug M^^(J«d^e^ with impunity, And where waa 
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tiM 'Rdmanist, at th'ftt period^ ^tio would Iiave dared 
to deny the authority of the Church, to sell these 
Kcehees— *and what Spantard, or Italian, will venture 
to deny them at present? 

We read in the first book of this history of Thua- 
1108, that a pric^ %as set upon evei*y sin ; and Claude 
lyEspenee, a Parisian divine, in the 16th century, 
in his Commentary on the Eprstle to Titus, assures 
118, thai permission to dbmitiit future sin was openly 
sold : and we are well acquainted with the easy terms 
^^'On which pardons are still to be purchti^ed, in every 
country, or among every body of men, which still 
submits to the Church of Rome.' The fear of God 
t^kinot easily restrain that man, who believes that he 
may require the forgiveness of sins, at the pleasure bf 
any Priest ; on the easy terms of confession, and at- 
trition; 



r^ 



2. The Catholic church rejects with ahhorrence the imputa- 
llopy that by granting an indulgence, she grants pent ission to 
commit sin, or a pardon for sins to come. An indidgence, in the 
sense of the Catholic churcli, is no pardon for sin at all ; it is 
only a remission of the whole or of a part of the temporal pan* 
ibhment, which the justice of God often reserves to be under- 
gone by the sinher, after the guilt of the sin has been remitted. 
The power of granting the remission of this temporal punishment 
was given by Chnst to St. Peter and his successors, and has been 
exercised from the earliest ages. An indulgence, so far from 
exempting sinners from works of penance and piety, is an en- 
^tkmrigeknent to the performance of such works, since they are 
furesoribe^ &s conditions for gaining the benefit of an indulgence. 

• 2. The Vicars Apostolic have followed the plan of 
Mr. Charles Butler ; and have separated, for the first 
time^ Indulgences, from Purgatory. This, however, 
vgu^ easily be justified. That which Ood has fiot 
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joined together, the Church of Rome is at any time 
entitled to put asunder. The world would have reason 
to rejoice, if this Church would follow the precedent, 
;n other instances. The truth is, that the English 
Romanists of the present day, are ashamed to declare 
their belief of the old and undoubted doctrine of their 
Church ; that the Pope possesses the power of deli- 
vering the souls of men from Purgatory, upon the 
payment of money by the friends of the deceased. 
They desire, therefore, to represent Indulgences as 
the commutation of the temporal punishnients of 
crime, into a pecuniary fine. This is a most falla« 
cious statement of the doctrine of Indulgences. Let 
ike pieseiit Pope^ whose authority with the Church 
of Rome is, possibly, as great as that of the Vicars 
Apostolic, explain the meaning of this word. 

In the Bull, appointing the jubilee of the last year^ 
we read, — 

*^ During this year of jubilee, we mercifully grant, 
and impart, a plenary indulgence, remission, and 
pardon, of all sins to the faithful. To you, venerable 
Brethren, it belongs to explain the power of indul- 
gences, and their efficacy, not only in the remission 
of the canonical penance, but also of the temporal 
punishment due to the divine justice for past sin — 
and what succour is afforded out of the heavenly trea- 
sure, from the merits of Christ, and his Saints, to 
such as have departed real penitents in the love of 
6od, yet before they had duly satisfied, by fruits 
worthy of penance, for their sins of omission and 
ecmimission, and are now purifying in tkejire ofPwr<* 
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^t&ry — that an entrance may be opened for them 
into their eternal country." 

By omitting the words canonical penance, and 
using only the expression *' temporal punishment" — • 
the unitiated reader would suppose, that Indulgences 
were granted as the remission of some punishments, 
which the Pope, or the Priest, had inflicted in thii 
life; and that they had no reference to Purgatory 
whatever. All mention of Purgatory is carefully 
avoided ; as if they blushed to claim for the Pope, that 
power over the invisible world, which, as Romanists, 
they dare not deny him. / hope the more zealous 
of their brethren^ will petition his Holiness^ to excom" 
municate these Vicars^ or at least to recal them, as 
as having imbibed a tendency to heresy. 

The Pope, in the IJull to which I have referred, 
claims the power of removing from the spirits of men 
after they are dead, the punishments of Purgatory. 
Removing the pimishment of sin is pardoning the sin. 

The Vicars Apostolic tell us, that an Indulgence, 
" so far from exempting sinners from works of pe- 
nance and piety, is an encouragement to the perform^ 
ance of such works," as they are the prescribed con^ 
ditions of the Indulgence. 

Penance, and Piety, indeed ! ! I What Jacts ar% 
recorded ? Pope Sixtus IV. granted the perpettud 
remission of sin, to all, who complied with the con^ 
dition of saying a certain prayer, at the elevation df 
the host. The present Pope requires visiting certain 
Churches. Sometimes they were granted to those 
who would go to the Crusades, to fight against beire^ 
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tics. Tb^ Jiave be^i granted by ifvrious Pbpat^* to 
an unlimited extent, and uj^on every variety of cdor- 
ditions. • • • v -• / ^ .• •• :■•■ ■ ^- ■, . w- .'-'t -o 

But the requisite Penance, and Piety, conies in 
aifiother form — that of pbiinds, shltlings, and pence^ 
The fact U notorious^, th&t the opefi; i»canda)ous,'pf6« 
fligate sale 6f Indulgences, occasioned the opposition 
of Luther. A price was set lipon ihe pardon of 
crimes. Various editions of the catalogue of sins, 
with the prices of their pardons annexed, have been 
published at Roitie in 1514— ^in Cologne, 1515 — iii 
Paris, 1520. A catalogue of the i^ame traffic was 
published by Father Egan. A list of dispensations, 
and their prices, is given in Baron Maseres^ Occa- 
sional Tracts, and in Hale's Analysis. They are 
i^ery where to be found, but in the Declaration qt 
the Vicars Apostolic. 

Is the £8. 2s. 9d., which a man paid for marrying 
one wife, after murdering the other, Penance, or 
Piety ? 

I have already shewn the origin of Indulgences; 
that they were relaxations of canonical penance, an^ 
gradually became the customs of the Church. I wiltj 
waste no time, in attempting to prove, by further ar- 
guments, that our Saviour committed no such power 
to St. Peter. Boniface the 8th first extended Indul- 
gences to the pains of PUrgatory. I have lio doubt, 
his'kindne^ to ^e Sdfie^ei^. was ais'efiectual^ as ins 
clifans, were i^eASbnalilef. ' -^ - 

8. Surely, therefore, the doctrine of the Cstfaollc church coo* 



;i^ 



««rnu)^.th# tftOTAment of fieBtinct, (<oiife«tt«n« «nd in^ulgeticCf^, 
does not tend to relax Christian mor^lity^ nor to «ncpwrag^jgi^lj|;i 
iibFlkdKt&t(i tHe cdmtnission bf crime, biit ratbW to put an end 
to sin, and to promote the exercise of every Christian Tirtae 
amongst men. 

3. The Sacrament o£ Penance, " tends to relaK 
Christian morality, tp encourage guilt, and to facjiiv- 
tate the comrnlssion of crime," by removing from thu 
minds of the ignorant, . the convictipn of the s^solute 

necessjity of Scriptural repentance* 

Auricular Confession, " tends to relax Christia,u 

morality, to encourage guilt, and tq facilitate the cpm-^ 

» ■ • • ■ . ■ 

mission of crime," by substituting an external rite, fot^ 
Scriptural humility, and inward contrition. 

Indulgences,^ ^' tendr to relax Christian morality, to 
encourage guilt, and to fiiqilitate the com;nission of 
crime," by teaching the abominable doctrine, , that 
the favour of God may be purchased with moneys ai;v4 
that the justice of God may be averted, by the merits, 
and interference, of a human being. The theory 
may be thus stated : — The Judge of the world, de-i 
mands one hpudred degrees of goodness fron> A* 6., 
before he can be admitted into future happiness, Th*. 
unfortunate man di^s worth seventy-five only* Plis 
friends, anxious for his eternal felicity, Ijuy so raauj^ 
masses, and pr^vi^i's; or purchase so n^any .draftft 
upon tjie bank of the Saints', merits; a^ are oe^es^ary^ 
to majce up the. itequired number of degrees of goodr 
14^. I knoiir that I am, ^ppeari,i^g ^^ ^ trifle. ; ■ yjeji 
•uch is the doctrine which has^ in eff^t bi^eit taygj^^ 
i>y the Church of Rome. 

JVI 
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On the ObtigatUm of an Oath, 

Catholics are charged with holding that they are not bound 
by any oath, and that the Pope can dispense themjrom aU the oaths 
ikey may have taken, 

1. I have never read the accusatioa in these terms. 
The charge is frequently made, that the Romanists 
do not consider themselves bound, by the obligattoa 
of an oath, if circumstances should render its "viola^ 
Hon benejicial to the Church of Rome. Enough may 
be adduced, from other sources, to justify the be- 
lief of Protestants, that oaths are not always biit^ing 
Hpon the consciences of the Romanists ; and that, as 
the Pope claims the power of absolving from their 
oaths, the members of his Church, and has already 
repeatedly exercised that power ; it is natural to in- 
fer, that if a supposed necessity existed, he might 
again put in practice the same convenient privilege* 

A Romanist, is compelled, by his religion, to con- 
sider some oaths as not binding. 

He swears to receive all things delivered by the sa^ 
cred Canons^ and general Councils: and he never 
knows the weight of the fetters whicb are thus booitd 
round him, until he endeavours to cast them awqr* 
What do these Canons assert on the sulject of oaths ? 
They resolve their obligation into the opinion of tie 
individual, on their propriety, after they have been 
actually taken. 

Non est observandum juramentum quo malum in- 
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caute permittitur* — and who is the judge of the ma- 
lum ? If the person who takes the oath ; be may of 
course bredk it — if the Church, or the Pope, he may 
be absolved from its obligation. 

Non omnia promissa solvenda suntf — Who is to 
be the judge ? , 

Non observentur juramenta quse fiunt contra diyi- 
hA mandata : and^ Aliquando non expedit servare sa* 
cramentum. This, says Mr. Southey,:|: is proved in 
the Decretals by the example of Herod's oaUi to the 
daughter of Herodias. In the logic of a persecutor, 
it would be held as great a sin to let a heretic escape, 
as to put a prophet to death. 

. R'om the Decretals let us turn to C&uncUi. We 
are expressly told by one Council, the authority i£ 
which many Romanists, too late^ attempt to invali- 
date t Non enim dicenda sunt juramenta, sed podus 
per|iil*ia, quas contra utilitatem ecclesiasticam, et 
j^apctorum patrum v^iiiunt instiiuta.$ Here the only 
rule for obs^ring an oath, is the c(»iviction^ Uiat its 
sanctions are useful to the Church. 

luet us Tww turn to the conduct^ and decisions^ of the 
Popes^ We read of many instances, in which the 
heads of the Church absolved the laity from their 
oaths. Is it asserted that this privilege is now taken 
from the Pope ? If so, by what Council or authority 

* P; 2. Caul. 22, Quest 4. pp. 216— ap Southey. 
t Ibid. 

% Vindiciae £cc. Aug. p. 25. 
' $ L^afcbe et Coieatr. Coadl. Lateren in, Decreti 16. 
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WW he derived of it, or when wtis it repressed by 
his own act ? 

^ Pontlficalis auctoritas a juramento fidelitatis ab^* 
solvit, say the Decretdb; ^lid the Popes have acted 
upon the opinion* I have fully discussed this point, 
in another work, where I principally referred to the 
bulls, which absolved from their aliegiance the sub- 
jects of Henry VIIL and Elizabeth. I will add the 
following to the list. 

Pope Urban the Second, absolved, from their sworn 
allegiance, the subjects of Earl Hugo — Gregory the 
.Seventh, the chief founder of the political power of 
the Popes, and a canonized Saint, deposed Henry- 
Pope Pascal excommunicated his son, Henry V.— 
Pope Adrian excommunicated William of Sicily ; and 
the sentence, was always followed by deposition, un- 
less the Sovereign submitted within the year— Inno- 
cent the Third, deposed Philip, and Otho of BruBS- 
wick. The Emperor Frederick the Second was de- 
posed, and excommunicated, and tormmited, through 
the whole of his long reign by Innocent the Fourth ; 
who deposed, also, six other Princes, and attempted 
to excite his people against Henry. Many more 
might be added to the list : which I trust, by God^s 
mercy, has long been completed. 



2. We cannot sufHciently express our astonishment at weh a 
charge. We hold that (he obb'gation of an oath is most sacred: 
for by an oath man calls the Ahnighty Searcher of Heartsto wit-; 
ness the sincerity of his conviction of the truth of what he asserts 
and his fidelity in performing the engagement he makes. Hence' 
whosoever s\vear8 falsely, or violates the lawful engagement he has 
confirmed by an oath, not only offends against truth, or justice, 
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but a^^onst K^igioii. He is guilty ^f the enormoud crime of peiv 

3p No power in any Pope, or Council,or in any individual orbody 
of men; invested witb aiuthority iri the Catholic church, q^n make 
itjawful.far a Catholic to confirm any falsehood by an oath ; pi^ 
dispense with any oath, by which a Catholic has coniirined his 
duty of alieimiiice to his sovereigti, or any ohlt<ration of duty or 
justice to a thir^ person. He who takes an oath is bound to oh* 
serve it, in the obvious hieaning of the words, or in the known 
meaning of the penon to whom it is sworn. 

2. & 3/ Do you really mean, it will be demande«^, 
to accuse the Romanist body, of adherence to such 
principles, notwithstanding their repeated, and so- 
lemn abjuration ? ' 

I thus answer — in reply at once, to this question, 
and to the second and third paragraphs of this Sec- 
tion, — 

The Vicars Apostolic knew the extent of their 
oath to observe the Canons, which permit, and com- 
mand, the violation of an oath — or they did not ? 

If they did know it, they are guilty of the most 
shameful insincerity, and their religious oath must be 
preferred to their present solemn asseverations. 

If they were ignorant of its extent, we believe their 
present declalration ; but we now invite them to act 
upon their convictions of the indefensible doctrines 
<jf the Church of Rome ; and to prove, that they are 
worthy of confidence, bj/ abjuring her rommunioriy and 
by inviting their Romanist countrymen to follov) their 
patriotic examj)le. 



/ 
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On mlc^ioMce to our Sovere^n and 6bedUnc§ tQ the P^pe. 

1. Catholics are charged with diadiag tlieir (dU^mnaeimtmem 
their temporal sovertigfi attfi /Af Popf. 

I. The Romanists are thus accused, because thqr 
take two oaths, one to the Sovereign, and one to the 
Pope ; in both of which tliey express the very sanie 
things*— and we are compcHkd to believe, that *^iio 
man can serve two masters: either be will bate the 
6ne» and love the other— or he will hold to the ode, 
and despise the other." They vow to be iaititful^ and 
bear true allegiance to the King. They vow also, 
i^d that in much stronger terms, to be faithfiil to the 
Pope, as to the successor of St. Peter, and to the 
Chlirch of Rome. The Popes, and the King of 
England, have frequently been opposed to each otherJ 
TTiey may, more than possibly, be again the re^ 
spectlve heads of the two great parties, which ate 
again agitating Europe. The Canons of the Church 
of Rome, which the Romanists are bound to obey^ 
haVe taught, tkat heretical Princes may be deposed i 
and the Romanist swears to keep, and to cause others 



, ;* I refer fort^ie more complete elucidatipn of this Ftateanfpt, 
tea Pamphlet published by Stockdale, ISIS, emitted *'/rgti- 
ments for, and against Catholic Emancipation," in \vhich the 
principal clauses of the two oaths are placed opposite to each 
other, in parallel columns, and cases given, in which the two ob- 
li^tiops may c)ais;*^and likewise to an excellent Tn^qtl^ 
••Catijolicus. Why do not Protestants prefix th^ir hamei^ to 
theirworks? ^ . 
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to keep9 oil things declared hy the Cano7is^^yei he 
solemnly swears also, that he abjures the opinron, 
which he thus, by implication, iio less solemnly binds 
himself to uphold. The Romanist Bishop swears, 
that he will defend, augment, and promote, the rights, 
honors, privileges, and authorities of the Church of 
Rome. That Church declares itself the mistress 
over all Churches, and thatit has the right to punish 
all rebels^ ai)d schismatics ;* or in other words, to 
punish the rebellious Church of England, and would 
exercise that rights if it had the power to do so— 
and there can be no doubt, that if the Church of 
Rome possessed its furmer injlxence over mankind^ th^ 
Church of England would not be permitted to exist. 
Yet in the oath of allegiance, the Romanist is willing, 
to swear that he disclaims, and abjures, any intention 
to subvert the present heretical, Protestant Churchy 
Establishment. Though he prays daily for the ejr«* 
tirpition of heresy : though all the indulgence$ 
which the Pope grants to the Romanists, however 
easy the other conditions may be, always require 
prayers for the extirpation of heresy^tve are toldg 
that the svl^ects of the Pope would not subvert the;, 
katedy djetested^ pcrmerjvl encmy^ of the Chwrch qf 
Some, the Protestant Church qf England. Their 
oaths are inconsistent w'th each other. The fidelity 
whkh is du^ to one Sovereign, is sworn to tin^d-r^ifd 

^ S^ tbe Aecufations of History ^{ost theChtiroh of Rbn^.' 
wbm tbi poiat it dliciissetly iiid rewrtnecf givco. ^ ;\, 
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the least crime with which we char§;f^ ttoem» yimdef^ 
these circumstances, is, divided aUegimccv . 'W% 
should prefer a more just acc-UsatioiH if we a$fsi^i^e4fT 
that their allegiance is iindividied-raii4.it is gpa^n tfh 
the Pope. • _. ,?.;;! • .1 t ..'h 

2. Allegiance relates not^o ppiritua]^ bMMp ctpi/d\itie| ;.ta tbpM^ 
temporal tributes and obti<;atiofis, wHi£'t) tbe subjrci owes io tne 
person of his sovereign* and to tbeaudionty of die atJitCf ' . I 

2". TTie allegiance of a Chn^t?an ntcludei'botfi 
^iritual, and civil duties ; because both fii^e fSuii^^^ 
upon that 'religion, which the Chrifetian '!^B^strtit& 
upholds, and sanctidns. When the public Tiappiness^ 
and morality, hre thus established iipoti the ba^fe 6f 
Christian principles, allegiance to the Mhce, iiainnot 
Be inconsistent with our spiritual duti^;' unldi& to 
include in our idea of those duties, bbediehci! ' td fi 
foreign Pontiff. - . ''''''' 

3. By the term ipiritualf we here mean that, whicii in its nature 
^emis direcUft to a sujiernaturtU ^nd, or is ordained to prjOChibe<M 
luvernalural effect. Thus the office of teaching the doctriiies ^f 
finth, the atlministrfttion of the sacraments, the ^iilft^rifi|f an8 
exercising of jurisdiction purely ccclesiasticfily ftt^ ^ritn^ iM|f 
ters. • 

S. The definition of the term ".spirituigir*,.herey is 
very incorrect. The word is generally used to .<Jer 
note every thing which is connected with Beligipar 
Now, religion has but; one object, the happing of 
man, here, and hereafler. But the Magistrate is the 
conservator of the public happiness here ; and the law 
of England has therefore made him the Sugti^ii^e 
|Iead. of ^he Church, and; he ^wejp^s' to mi^nlaia th»' 



8MTI0H Vltt. 91 

Pr^t^staAt Ttefel^ft^ Rdigioiil winch E*|5^rieh<je, thif 
gtih insti^iif^dr ^ nhfttiortSf had derndnstrated to jnW 
irim^fbe hiipiJiness'df Ei?gtafRj,= ntoire than the Church 
dPRdrti^'- Aii*»a?r fefi^Tc^ fenlerfgned to promoted 
the future happiness of man, the spiritual duties of 
administering the Sacraments, of preaching, and in- 
!ftttict1p^^4^'*^c6^^^ to splrituarpersofls, set apart 

for thai purpose y who^are ^tnselves subject to the 
^yjl.law, J The K[.ing Jias no power to interfere with 
tl^e^e duties; though he has jufisdiption over their 
per^cmg,* .; He provides only that the present happi- 
n^s of. the community, shiUl not be disturbed, by ia- 
j[uriQus actions, undei: the pretence of religion. 

,)^ith these limitations, and in this sense, th^ 
IC^igs.of Israel coptrplje^l the, Priests-^and all the 
Sovereigns pf Europe possessed a similar authority} 
before the gradual usurpations of the Church of 
Rome destroyed their legitimate power. 

TThe ecclesiastics^l power now granted by the pub- 
lic law, to the temporal Sovereign, is but a fragment 
^f that more universal supremacy, which had been 
assumed by the Popes. Not contented with the su- 
dreme ecclesiastical authority, over all Priests ; the Pa- 
pal iimbitiOn, blended, iandcementedfogiether the high- 
est temporal, with the highest spiritual power ; sufi- 
eVjiing, at once. Kings, Princes, Priests,* and Peoplei 
tb the Arrogant dominion of one vast despotism. 



.J- 
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J.%^^? ?^® ??}*^op ^ Durham'* ^^ejleftt Spepch ort the,d|f^ 
ferencb Wtweeii order and iurisclicti(VnV and add Jo |iis Lord* 
ahip'g^references; Sir tt6gter Tii'MMs HIslbrfcal ViAdlcftficrti fef 
the Church of Englandy 4u>— 1 657— page 93, &c 



The P^e aI(Mie fulfilled the often, and 
prediction — •^He, as God, nitteth in the temple qf 
Qpdf shewing himself that be is God;-' for the thim^ 
ders of his tyranny wer^ torn frpm the other world»!^ 
Wd he terrified this world at bis. pleasure. 

> 4. By. thQ term tfmporQl, we tteati t^iirt ^Ueh iii its iistur» 
tends directly to the end of dn/ Society. Thus the right of| 
msking laws for the cWil goyernment of the stnte, the admin!^^ 
t^tion of civil Justice, the appointnii^Dt of civil magistrates iind 
military officers, are tempordl matters. ^ 

. 4. As the Christian SovereigOA therefore, is the^ 
guardian of the common happiness, morality, reli*' 
gion, and peace ; it necessarily follows, that the, word 
temporal, in an enlarged sense, must include spirit^^ 
ual authority. He is called the temporal Prince, ox 
the temporal Power, not because his jurisdiction doe^ 
not extend oyer ecclesiastical causes ; but becaus^e he 
is not a spiritual person, set apart to minister in holy 
things. Neither is it possible to make laws for the 
general good, unless the principles, upon which th^ 
^re founded — as well as the evils they are intended to 
remedy— and the advantages they are designed tQ 
establish — be cognizable, by that one supreme Ppwec 
in the state, which, for the sake of the common gpod^ 
superintends all actions, and creeds; to punish, pr to 
tolerate; to repress, or to reward^ 



5. The allegiance which Catholics hold to be due aod are 
bound to pay to their sovereign, and to the civil authority of the 
slate, 4s perfect.and undivided. They do not divide tlieir allegi* 
ance between their sovereign and any power on earth, whether 
temporal or ecde^fistical. They acknowFedge in the soveceigr^ 

rod in the co^9^tl^fd^foy^|»flUHK of^th<9fe.f«»lf^<^ fU9f^iD% 
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civil ind temporal BUIhoriCy, nhich Is entirely distinct from, end 
totally independent o! the spiritual and ecdesiaEiicel authority 
of the P.ipo and of the Catholic church. They dechire tltat 
neither the Pope nor any other pi'elate or eccleriastical peruin,, 
of the Coman (Juthu lie church, uaa, in virtue of his spiritual or 
ecclesiaatical characler, directly, or indirectlj, to any civil or teitl- : 
ponil juriwliL-tion, pnver, Eujieriorily, pre-eminence, or authority, 
within this realm; nor hna any right to interfere, dircctlj or in- 
direct!}, in ihe civil government of the United Kingdom, or any 
purt thereof; nor to oppose, in any manner, the performance of 
the civil duties which are due to hia Majnty, his heirs and »nc- 
ceiaori<, from all or any of hii Majeaty'i iiuhjects: nor to enforce 
the performance of any tpitilual or tcdeitaMlical duty, hy buj 
ctml or temporal means. They hold themselves hound in con- 
science to obey the civil government of thta realm, in all things 
of a temporal Hnd civil nalnre, notwithstanding any diipenuiition 
or order to the contrary, had, or to be hud, froin the Pope or 
any authority of tlie Church of Rome. 

5. No allegimice can be perfect, whii^ divides* 
the funcCionii of the Chief Magistrate ; and which 
assigns to a foreign nuthurity, that large departmeat of 
bis power, which refers to religion. If the happiness 
of the people, be (lapeadeiit both upon religion, and 
government; and if the Prince, King, or Sovereign of 
s state, is the appointed preserver of that happiness ; 
neither he, nor his people, can divide the temporal 
from the ecclesiastical power. The one authority, 
which is essential to the performance of the duties of 
the magistracy, is composed of both : and the Huve- 
reign cannot separate them in his guardianship of the 
people ; and the people cannot separate them in their 
allegiance to the Sovereign. All attempts, therefore, 
to reconcile obedience to a foreign, ecclesiastical 
Prince; with obedience to a native, civil Prince, are 
absurd, and fallacious. If a subject claims the pow- 
er of withholding bis obedience to the public laws of 
hi^ own eouDtrr,Dn the pretence that be owes another. 



L 
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and an undefinable sort of obedience to a distiltit Po- 
tentate : the state can have no security for the alle- 
giance of that subject, in any instance ; foi* eveiy civil, 
and temporal duty, may be involved with some sup« 
posed religious obligation. Obedience, or disobe- 
dience, become questions of conscience-^that is, mat- 
ters of religious opinion — determinable by the Coun- 
cil of Trent, and the decrees of the Roiban Priest, or 
PontifF. The distinction between spirittuxl and tempo- 
rat obedience^ is the root of nearly all the evily which 
has cursed the Christian woiid^ since the sixth century^ 
Jt is now alienating Ireland, and agitating the em- 
pire ; and it will not cease to divide us, till this Pro- 
testant kingdom becomes Romanist ; or till the Pa- 
pal Supremacy, be utterly, and finally abjured. 



6. Hence we declare, that by rendering obedience In ipirifvai 
matters to the Pope, Catholics do not withhold any portion of 
their allegiance to th?ir King, and that their allegiance is entire 
and undivided; the ctrtV power of the state, and the tpiritval 
authority of the Catholic church, being absolutely distinct, and 
being never intended by their Divine Author to interfere or clath 
. Willi each other. 

. 6. Civil, and spiritual allegiance can no more be 
separated than the soul, and the body. They live 
only when united. If they are divided, one must 
die** 



♦ Temporal and spiritual affairs, says Serjeant Cross, may ad- 
mit of some separation in detail; but the experience of the last 
ten centuries has shewn, that we might as well attempt to al>- 
Btract all the light from the sun, or all the salt from the 4ea; as 
to abstract the influence of this cpiritual power, from the politi- 
cal interests of a nation, in which it is recognised by law.— TA^ 
Pupal Supremacy f p. 9* 



secTioir :i:ia" 9& 



7. *^ Render unto Caesar the things that are Cfesar^ and to 

Cod the things that are God V 

t 

?• The mitred h^ads, who have quoted this text of 
Scripture, appear very unwilling to follow its precepts^ 
Their great olj^eqt, seems to be, to deprive, not uiily 
Caesar, of the " things which are Caesar's," but to 
take also from God| ^' the things that ai^e God's"— 
and to giv^ them both to the Pope^ . 



SECTION IX. 

On the cMm of British Cnthofics to the property of' the Chureh 

estalMi'tfeHt in Bnofund* ^, .. 

. 1. British CathoHcs are cbar^red with entertaining tt p/ne^enM 
right to the propertjf of the Ektablithed Church in En^land.^ 

2. We consider such a charge to be totally without founda- 
tion. We declare that we entertain no pretension to such a 
cUim.. We rei^ard all. the. revenues and temporaJitietYof. the 
church estal)l:shineiit, as the property of those on whom they 
are settled by the laws of theiand. We dii»cluim any right, title, 
or pretension, with regard to the «au)e. . 

1. & J. Does not the Protestant reader observe, 
how studiously the Vicars Apostolic IFmit this, thdr 
disclaiming— to the Church property in Englaild ; and 
not to that in Ireland ! At a late public meetmg'«m 
London, Dr. Collins is reported to have said, that 
the timey and the frame of this declaration^ mi^ht-be 
subject to the revision of a. A igAer .ecclesiastical power. 
When that revision is made, this Section may be o- 
mttted. The Tery nation of such a revision j impKes 
.-that the declaration is not worthy of pur ^^phfjdjBupe. 



J 
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Os Ike doctrme aj Excluiive StUeation, 



1. It may be doubted whether the Romanists are 
charged with un charitableness, for merely holding 
the doctrine of exclusive satvaiton. The accusation 
has been urged against them, not for holding this 
doctrine, but because they have persecuted those vAo 
refitse to become of their communion. The doctrine 
of exclusive salvation is still maintained by many 
sectv, who consider themselves, a^ alone deserving of 
the Javor of the Almighty, There is, however, an 
essential difference between tl.ese sects, and the mem- 
bers of the Church of Rome. The former believe 
they may possibly be wrong, and instead of perse- 
CLitiiig, they tolerate, where they cannot convert — 
llie Romanist, from the conviction that his Church 
cannot err, believes that it is privile^fed to puni>>h all 
heretics, and schismatics;* as none can be admitted 
into happiness, out of the pale ef her communion. 



9, Catholics are taught by their church to lave hII men, with- 
out eiception : to wish that e![ may he &aved; mid ti> jiray that 
•11 ina^ he >aveil, and may come to the knowlcdife of the (ruth, 
by which tbey may be saved. 



^ _■ tfoD negf ndum tnmen quin in eccleaa potwtate AM, ot 
qui ab e& in judicium vocantur, puniaotur, et aaathemale ^im> 
nentur!— Co/eciii. ff(M».p,^7e,£rf(t ISST. , -i 





8. The Roman Catholics are taught also to shew 
their love, by antitliematiziug all those who refuse to 
be saved in that way ia which a Romanist himself 
seeks for salvatiun." 

S. IF the Alminhty hiimelf liai lusifinej certain coniiitiouj, 
without ihe obiBmioce or wiiich iroii rannot he saved, it wiiuld 
lecm Eo be an >iuC of iiiipiel^v toNttempl to Hnuiil thnie iliTiiielt' 
estahliihcd conditions: ami »n iiet ofHrciic uiii'h»riiah;crie». lo- 
wiird* u reiloti'man, to lell hiin, iIm< lie mnv tie <nveJ, v-icimiit 
coinjiljinj! wilii the cunjitiun* jirescrilied \iy the Alii)ii;hly. 

3. The Ahnighty has iiot declared, that no mnn 
shall be saved, who dislielieves the Creed ol" Pope 

Pius, aiid the decrees of the Com;cH of Trent : lor 
such is the hisiiinatiou in this paraj^raph. 

4. The (Inctrinal principle of exrlii)ive salvation bclaagn to 
the luw uf Cliriiil. 

4. KepeiUaticc, obedience, and faith in Christ, 
alone, are the exclusive coiiditirnK of salvation, in 

the Gospel, 

5. Has nnt Christ, who rommanJi (he heliefof his revenled 
dorcriiif^, iiriinoiineed. thnl he that hrtitrelh nni th-'ll be cnn- 
Ht'ii'ied? (Markxvl, 1 6.) tla« nnt Christ, who ins^ilutoHnp. 
li^iii Tiir the reiiMsriirm ofsin., ilpi-lareil that eicept a man be hmn 
asnui of mater and ofihe HiUif Gkeil, he cannot enter into Ike 



" Ecclesin suam retlreat jarisdittinnem in omnes ApoitulfV' 
HEreticDS, el S*chismiitico». qiianqumii ad illius corpus noiiuiiij 
penineant — De Eccksi a Christ!, p. 394 — thfihooli, which Bi-nop 
M»rsh refers to, us contnintng the sum and luhelance nf the 
ThenliBjipal I^ctLire? at Maynooth. "Well inaj the Bishop 
observe, if the Romani.iti enteruin GUch Ktitlmcntii, when they 
mu merely petitioncK fdr power; whit waald be the fate oF 
Protestanti, should they Hgain acquire the aicendancy in these 
kingdoiD*, to which they are nipirinj; f" 
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ki»gflom of Godf (John iin i,) Has not :6l BmiI fMHunmtliil 

a list ofcrtmes, such as adultery, idtihitry, liatred, seditions, (^e- 
fesie^, murders, dnnikemicM, &c. of which he decfaM^ that^e^, 
wiio do iuch iAiusii, MbtUl ml yptaw the kingdom.^ ,Goiit ^Ciakit* 
V, 21.) Are nnt the»e exclusive conditions? 

5. But rteither Christ, nor St Paul, have requlrea 

the exclusive conditions, proposed by the] RoihisTi 

priesthood. The latter doctrines of the Creed of 

Pope Pius, to which the Romanists have swdrn^ con'- 

tain opinions, which are demonstrated to' have been 

'.'■■" -I 'i 
invented, long after the age of the Apostles. 

. $, Whoever professes the law of Christ irnist profess (he wV- 
^Oiif and doctrine of excUiMive satvutipn It is nor the Catholic, 
it is God himself ^^hd will exclude from Heaven those who are 
Dot duly qualified for it hy faith and good works. ' 

% * -fc- 

6. We are very willing to acknowledge,, that it i^ 

is God alone, who possesses the power of excluding 
from heaven. Will the Romanist presume to tell his, 
that Christians of other communions, shall be;:^voiiir 
a*^ned to future misery, because, while they fear^ 
Gkxl, and believed in his Son, they rejected the abo-» 
minations of Popery ? : , . ? 



7. Rut the Catholic, whilst he is honnd to admit, and wkb^Sraa 
faith to believe, this doctrinal priuclph^ is hound also b\ the di- 
vine commandment not to ludfse. He is not tdloued therefore 
to pronounce sentence of condeirnation on iiulividuulK ^^ho n ay 
live and die out of the external communion of tlie Ca'hol c 
church: nor to pronounce sentence of conder nation npuinst 
those who die in an apparent state of sin. All those he lea\es 
to the righteous j^dgtiieat of the great SearrtitT of ifearts, who 
at the last day will render to every man according to bis works. 






7. What epithets shi^ be given to thcue Vieam 
ApoatpliCt wkeo tii«^ >alBrnit that ibc» nCbofch of 
Bofoe iir Mt iiUdte4 i^^ i»ti||Qtuiceip|4«a^#f «iil^: 



dl^tf^tiktidnm individuals, who may live, and die oHt 
of the external communion'' of die Church of Rome.. 
The bulhi of Popes — ^the decrees of Canons— the per- 
petual prayers for the extirpation of heresy — the 
Catechism of the Council of Trent— the unanimous 
voice of history — and all the mournful records of the 
past, rise in judgment, to condemn them, with harsher 
terms of censure, than I am* permitted to adopt. 
The bold hypocrisy, the premeditated effrontery, of 
this paragraph, are unpardonable. 

^ $. But suifely chaiity, va well as trnth, must forbid one Chris- 
tian to deceive anotlier, ia a matter of such infinite loiportance 
as the eternal salvation oi his soul. He who should persuade 
his neighbour.that no condition for salvation is required on the 
part of man, would deceive him. He who admits that any one 
such condition is required by the Almighty, admits the principle 
ef exdttsiTe salvation. 

8. The Church of Rome still speaks: and the 
words it utters, are CHARrrr, and truth. History I 
tell to posterity, the meaning of the words i Reveal its 
ir^k in the decisions of Councils, and Popes^-^ecord 
its charity, in the well authenticated persecnti<M» 
of every country, which its " red right hand*' has 
tisitrf* 



SECTION xr. ^* ^ 

Oft ktepit^ AtM wth Sereties. 

1. Catholicf are charged with holding the principle that the^ 
ant mi^owmii0 keep JmtkwUkBB'etics^ 

1. The Romanists are ehargied with' this crimen 
ufMtt fko^ enSffi^eey mi^k like Tpns^BiSa^ 
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duct of their Popes ; the decisinns <yf Countilii "; and 
the oompliance of the Memberi of thdr Chorch ^iMi 
the orders of their Saperiors. '- ' 

s. As Catholics, we hold and we declare, tiiat all Catholics 
are bound by the law of nature, and by the law of revealed re- 
ligion, to Observe the duties of ikielit? and Jintice to ail'iM), 
without any exception of persons, and without f^ny dirtiiKtipn 
of nation or religion. 

'2, I am convinced diat the Romanists, who penned 
this paragraph, shrink from the snpposition of vio- 
lating " the duties of fidelity and justice/' But if 
the reviving influence of their Church, should ever 
increase to such an extent, as to empower the Church 
Qf Rome, to lay claim to its supposed dormant rights, 
they must either withdraw from its communion ; or 
submit to decrees, which they have fully declared, in 
this paragraph, to be forbidden ^' by the law of na- 
ture, and by the law of revealed religion." It is ow- 
ing to the unremitted exertions of the Protestants^ 
that the Priestcraft of the ages of darkness, is not st^l 
in its pristine vigour. 

I will not insist on the third Canon of the jkurth 
Council of Lateran, though its. authority, genuine- 
ness, and subsequent influence, have been proved by 
the best testimony. The Romanists are so much 
pained by this decree, that I make no further refer- 
ence to it.* 

The Romanists swear to obey the Sacred Canons 



I* .fit MniMii m t ^a^i.*Ai...a.*. 



* See the discussion In pi 089 of the Sopplettetitai^ Letter 
to Mr. Butler, printed at the end of the Second Editioi^ o^ the 
Accusations of History against the Church of Rome. 
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— the doctfine tliat (killi in not to be kept with here- 
tics, is proiKtsed in th&sn Canons — rontificali« auclo- 
ritas a jurametito fidelitatis ab^oivit.* 

The same doctrine lias been often laught hy tlic 
Divines of the Church of Rome. TJia Bishop of 
Symancha tells u^, Hei'eticis fides a prlvato dat^ 
servanda non est — and he inforins us, that any per- 
son is bound to reveal a heretic to tlie Iiiqaisitioii, 
iiotwitlistanding his oath.f 

Popes have enforced diis doctrine — not only in 
former days, but lately. 

Pope Innocent III., in the year 1213, wrote to 
Peter of Arragon, to abandon the heretic Walden- 
Ges; non obstante promisi>ioiie, vel obligntione qua- 
cunqiie prsstita. 

Pius III., in the year 1538, required all Christian 
Princes, lahatever liad been their oaths, to render no 
assistance to Ilenry VIII.; and lie absolves tliem 
from all vows, oaths, and obligations, which inter- 
fered with their compliance with liis command. 

Urban VI., issued the following solemn and gene- 
ral declaration, against keeping faith with heretics:— 
Attendentes quod hujusmodi confiEderationes, colH- 
gationes, et ligK seu conventioncs, foctse cum hujus- 
modi heereticis ecu schismaUcis, postquam tales et- 
&cti erant, sunt teitierarise, illidtfe, et ipso jure 
nulls.:]: 



• Dectp. a, iJ. 9. 6. 

+ AccuMtians, &e. fte„ sd edition, p. US. 

X Rynier, t. vii p. 353. 



COjUnc^ p£ Si^np^an w^ wtas 

ti^ilgbtii. signified ^ iifff^JM^ of ]UlhHftma^rthfirf6iio»- 
tector of the Hussites; thatiF.b€(Jii^i m^ide flfpTomise 
tp, the beroti9Sii:liQ.;i?i^iis l^Qund^ry^^ kr^if ihcrdid 

^,QtdO|9p^.fe^Wll3jg|jilftrtf^Wr^^-{^^ v^' t<* 

. It is ivelL 1^1109^01 »that,Qa' 4iccQ0iit< d[F tbiarfOo^- 
frinei the Xutbenm diylnes^ r(£|^4 •t^-Mine.te ^ut 
^p^i^eil of Tx^at. Th^ Synod ftcknowtedg;^. the 
jjecree of the Cpiincil of Constauoei. to bt bindteg) 
because they offered to suspend its executioi^'4Ebr 

.^ . y r^M VIL ex;eited that jeabusy of ,th6 Vi^oUksiaat 
^OY^rpm^nt pfEogland^agaiosttbe Rosiaiiist% whioh 
ha3 y^veir $ince-^ased ; by absolving frontbetroatfai 
afl^r the, Gunpowder Plot, those membera of^ito 
^piziDiunlpn, who had sworn allegiance t6 >JaiaiB^ Am 

First, ».< . i :,' j.»fn-"; i3vJ 

Clement XL, in his letter to the Emperor Charles 

VI., dated June 1712, annulled the treaty,, which 

^i:i»ted. raligioua toleration to the Protestantar In 

Silesia — and declared them void, and null. 

-'-^le^ibetritte that fiiiA is not to be kept with here- 

tlH' 1¥W taught^lso in 1 768, in the letter of the tJiih- 

cio iof Popes Benedict XI v., to the Titul&r M^trbpbl 

li|l»l^- of Itfetetrd, Ineprobating the bath of fillegiantil 

3«'tJiat oath it vriis said — ^**I do swear, that 1 abhor, 

kid dtttfeaH, ie^ ti^JuT^, the pernicious, ^ndabott^ihldSle 

dibctrineitlfet faith is not to be kept with hieretics.*^ 

The Nuncio told the Romish Bishops, that thisjJoc- 

trine is defended, and contended for, by mo^t Catholic 
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Blitions; and has been repeatedly followed in prac- 
tice by tfie Holy See — and thai the oath of allegiance 
was by its own nature unlawfai, and could not bind, 
iior oblige the conscience.* ' 

So late as February, 1803, P«pe Pins Vll. assert- 
ed the validity of the Decretal 6f llmocent lit., And 
declared that the subjects of a Prince, manifestly 
heretical, remain abi^olved from all homnge whatever 
—end lie feelingly re^rris, that the right of the Church, 
ta depose heretics (vom their principalities, cannot be 
exeicised. 

Thus do we prove the truth of the accusation, from 
which the Romanists so painfully shrink. That faith 
is not to be kept with heretics, Itas been a doctrine 
of their Church — it has never been retracted. With- 
in our own memory, it has lieen re-asscrted. Are 
we justified in supposing, that it never can again 
become influential ? 



3. British CatlioliPS hate solemnly aworn, that "they reject 
and detest that unchrisCisn anil impioua princ^ile, Lhat Taith n 
not to be kept with heretics or infidels." 

3. They have sworn it — but has the Pope sanc- 
tioned Iheir oath ? Has the oath been approved by 
him, who can absolve them at his own pleasure, from 
its obligation, and whom they have sworn to obey ? 
Ha,ve not the Komanists already been once absolved 
from an oath of allegiance to a Protestant King ; and 
4id they not obey, though with general griei; the de- 



'• See H»le'» Ltllert on the Romish Hierarchy, p. lie. 



cree ? Some roensure must be adopted by the Fopet 
l^ritb or ylthQut ^ general CouncU, to give satj^fic*^ 
tbn to tlie British Govenunent^ and lo the ivfaob 
world, that the Church of Rome can change ; or 
there can never be peace in the truly Catholic Church 

of God. '•' I / 

■ . '\ 

' 4. After tbi», the imputation of their holding this principle, 
cannot but be felt by them as grievously injarious tp'tneir nXU 

eious and moral character. 

r. . . . \ . . J i 

4. We impute to the Romaniiitf thoflie^doctrmes 
only, to which they have sworn. We imputt to 
^em qc^sUtency in their tenets, allegiance to their 
Church, orthodos^y in the Roialsh fyiiK We ac« 
kaov^ledge their sincerity, and firmneas, in adhering 
to their opinions ; which we consider as frequently 
erroneous, and generally detrimenlsl tp «MDci^ty. We 
have confideOfOe in their religious int^rity^ ^nd we 
think this very integrity^ renders thefH unfit io he the 
Cxoverncn^is of a Protestant State ; and still niore 
evidently unfit, to be the legal Protectors, and Guard- 
ians, of a Protestant Church. 



: ' •• u 



CONCLUSION. ,, 

]^aving» in the foregoing declaration^ eDdeavoured to ftate. in 
the simpTicitj of truth, such doctrines of our dbuVch assre^tnoit 
ir^qbentiy misrepresented or misunderstood ia this coiinli^^^iid 
to explain the meaning in which Catholics understand the terms 
By which -these doctrines are expi^ssed in tiii^ ki9|^Q4ge^^tft<^ 
cfaurdi; we coofidendy trust, that this declaration, a^d^^nlf^ 
nation mtIU be received by all our fellow-subjects, in a spnit o^ 
cAmloiir ana cht^tv; atm that tbose who have been i^herto 
ignorant pC^.but ioiperfectly acquainted with, our doctnn^ 
of faith, will do us the justice to acknowledge, that, as CatSb- 
li^s, wt'h^^ik^^reHgidli&^t^ijiutilite, jttid'eate:liiB)ii# ofiRy^s 
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floMrfhg (irota those^pnuoiples, whioh aranot perfectly consitfetiki 
with our dvLtys^ as ChristiaDs^ and as British subjec^. 

This declaration we, thb' undersigned, approve, atad pci^liihVtti 
m expositioti of our prip(C^(4^ aiul.dootrifieSi.oR tbp subject t;[[| 
which it refers. 

+ WiLHAM, Bishop ofHeiiajVic. Apost. in tfie 

tdndbn DlHrtit. ^ ^ ' " ' " ~ -^' 

+ Peter Bernardin, Bishop of Thespi^y Vie^ 

Apost. in the Western District. 
+ Thomas, Bishop ofBoUna^ Vic. Apost. in the 

JSToyihern Di^ifict. ' "' ' 

+ Thomas, Bishop of Cambysopdis^ Vic. Apbsfi 

in the Midland District. '^ 

+ Ai»EXAKt)£R» Bishop qf Ma,xiimanQpolis^ l(^ 

Apost. in the Lowland District in Scotlana. 
+ llANAtti, Bishop of Aeryndela^ Vic. Apbstnli 

the Highland District in Bcottakd* '■ 'imI ) 
. '^r Peter Au<gustins, Bishopff^igayCqadjiui^ 

in the Western District^ 
+ James, Bishop of If rsuluy Coadjutor in the Lon^ 

don Disttict. • i -^v 

+ Thomas, Bishop ofEuropumy Coadjtitor in the 

Northern. District. 
-}- Alexander, Bishop of Cyhisfra^ Coadjutor in 

the Lowland District in Scotlayid. 



May, 1826. 



--^.• 



I conclude with the veiy words of the Vicars Apos- 
tolic. I can most conscientiously assert, that in my 
Review of the foregoing Declaratibn, " I have endea- 
voured to state, in the simplicity of truth," Aose dfcfc- 
trines of the Church of Rome^ which ^re most ften 
qucpitly . discussed in this country. My ol^'^t't /B$^ 
been^ to prove, that these very doctrines, are eith^ 
misrepresented or misunderstood, not by tlie "Pro^r 
tantSy but by the Vicars Apostolic themsdvies. f' 
submit this Review to all my fellowHSubjeets, ia^toe 
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spirit of truth and sinceri^ ; which is ^ the spirit oi 
candor and charity.'' I trust that those, who have been 
hitherto ignorant, or but imperfectly acquainted with 
the doctrines of the Church of Rome, will perceive^ 
that the Members of that Church hdd certain- relt« 
(pous principles, which are not perfectly c&nsistent with 
their duties as Christians; and that they entertain 
some opinionsyjlowing from those fvinciples^ which are 
not perfectly consistent with the duties of a Legislator 
for a Protestant State. And consequently, that our 
ancestors were justified in enacting those laws, which 
exclude the Romanists from political power and in- 
fluence — and, as the necessity of the continuance of 
the laws must remain, till the causes of their enact* 
ment cease to exist ; We, their descendants, are jiisti** 
fied in persevering in the policy of our ancestors* 
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Ar^PEAL 



TO THB 

/ 

•.. - ^ 

B^mm Catholic&t who signed the Address to 
their Protestant Fellow Countrymeru 

^■::>^^ ■:': 

Allow me, as one of your Protestant countrymen,^ 
to whom you have presented an address, founded 
upoii " the Declaration drawn up, and signed by those 
ecclesiastics, who, iri tliis country, are the expoundersL 
ofVour faith" — to submit a Review of tfiat Declara-^^ 
tion,— In wnicli I have endeavqured to point out to^ 
iJoiu its inconsistencies with tlie real doctrines of the 
Churchy of which you profess yourselves members. 

The Declaration of the Vicars Apostolic, it is most 
true, " distinctly repudiates the obnoxious tenets im- 
puted to the Romanists." But why should you sup- 
pose, that this disavowal can be satisfactory, so long 
as the Church itself; which has once advocated these 
tenets, and which boasts of its unchangeableness, and 
of its inflexibility, permits them to remain unrepeal* 
cd. Would you, yourselves, give any credit to the 
Protestant Laity, who might affirm that the Church 
of England rejected the doctrine of the Trinity ; be- 
cause some of their Bishops, had published a declara- 
tion, in which that doctrine was palliated, or denied ? 
Would you not say, that the Church itself must dis- 
avow the doctrine, before you would give credit to 
such assurances ? 
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We do not, indeed we do not, believe ^ that 
yoii are joined in a perfidious league to deCetve 
us — ^we do not believe tbat you, whom we consicliei* 
honest on every other occasion, are capable bfcfeej^ 
designing fraud, and duplicity, in this,**— W'tt^'rfo 
believe; that you are the dupes qf your Priesthad(fy 
and the vassal slaves qf Rome, We know — that 
you are instructed by your Church, in the most 
solemn rite of Christianity,* to surrender your reason, 
and the evidence of your senses } and that, not at the 
command of God, nor by the authority of Scripture, biit 
by the command of your Priesthood. We know— 
the jealous superintendence of your teachers. *^Ve 
know — the foreign influence which governs them, anfl 
their submission to the unscriptural law ot forced 
celibacy, which prevents them from giving the best 
pledges of allegiance to the laws of their countty, m 
the form of domestic ties : for though marriage, is de-» 
dared to be a Sacrament, yet, strange it is to say, the 
Priests at*e forbidden to partake of it. Without wiVes^ 
br home, or children, the warmer affections of the heart 
are devoted to the service, advancement, and exaltd- 
tion, of an imperious and domineering Church ; which 
is to them kindred, and parent, and offspring. Unre- 
strained by the best sympathies of human nature, 
uninfluenced by any motive, but the success of thai 
inighty power, which once governed uncontrolled^ 
till the great leaders of the Reformation emancipates^ 
bur own dear land from its intolerable yoke-^thfe 
Romish Priesthood forms one w^ll-compacted coi^ 
federicy, th[^bugbilm^ the ciViliied world. 
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bj; pnfi spirit — governed by oae head — aiming at odc 
object, the temporal and spiritual nscendaiicy of their 
Church — believing one Creedj wiiich experience has 
demonstrated to be hostile to the liberty and happi- 
ness of ninnkind — they prefer the darkness of the 
superstition of the middle ages, to the primitive light 
of Christianity, which shone once more at the Re- 
formation. Unaffected by improvement — untaught 
by experience — tliey sullenly live amidst the splendor 
of constitutional liberty, and scriptural knowledge; 
^ming from the lirst with haired, as an intrusion on 
the rights of their Church, and on the old despotism of 
Sovereigns; and from the latter, with contempt and 
fear.; as the silent, but resistless enemy of tlieir toN 
tering domination. Thus are the Romish Priesthood 
banded in one masonic imion, through the civilized 
world : and the only hope of libertj- to our posterity, 
ccHisists in strenuous resistance to their long-endured 
usurpation. They are harmless, only, when oppo- 
sed. They are dangerous to every Protestant State, 
and to every Proleatant Government, which raises 
them to honor, or entrusts them with power. 

You will imagine, when ray heart thus pours forth 
its inward convictions, that such unsparing, and un- 
usual language, is but declamatory ; and cannot be 
justified by the facts of the past. 

Are you then still ignorant, that the noblemen and 
gentlemen, who compose the laity of the Church of 
Borne, in England, •would have retained posiession 
<^,ihtir seals in Parliament, if they had not beenpre- 
vetitfil^ their Priesthood ^ which acted under the 
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iffftnence 4fftlioldDald(^(fiMi^igtoi^fildio«:t^ 

kdg«d; tbeiiidadi of tbcnrxChof oki iXillutlm tmni&k 

jcoai; (of SJkaheih^; 4lie .Romish Jflity/itftttoded Alilfa^r 

aflCikkitiMUol.P^aj^er^i&cHn .irhJbhfw^e inevd^: omitted 
the doctritieM wfakk >i|i»i»4eiBomtrtted}tQil^ 
additioDA to the; primittve GbrUtififiitgr ; • ^aad i];i: iieUch 
]|gitbing was^ioserted to ofifanc} tiiem^v. Bui^^^Fupo: 
QiriMlQ. tbar aUendftnee>: ev«eik aft^F lie Jiod^proi)o« 
afid to saadion the use of the Liturgy^ bec»tisd:the 
QoeeBfefu^ to acknowledge his aupremaqr./ iH»d 
iUmaniata obeyed the mandate^ and the Pope i^ 
snad faia bull to. depose the Queetu Thitxigboul; 
berlongraign^ one continued plot was in egiUni 
(ion against* iier life, and crown, and religion, ^(iii« 
dtkted solefy by ^ the influence of the Priests : The 
Romish laity either did not, or they .would AOt^-jcir 
ih^^oidd nots hvdak the yoke ; but tkey cbarjglsdihe 
Priesthood mth th^ir tmn. To this day, you Efcre obd^ 
diant tathe same command ; you may ^ill with equal 
justice aceose the Priesthood, with your expulsiote 
from power, and with the jealousy of the govenmieiit^ 
and peo(de. Your Priesthood alone^^sandidiied IhSs 
wcdsionioflrelandjln/ajbreigu arjm/^ when tfaedangi^ 
t£i die Qaeto >was at its height* ' Your Priesthood ^ 
hmi^***pre9eMted the union of the pecpie, undir^ th^ 
nkUdniss of James / when a. new oath was proposed 
^ tbe;laityf after the Gunpowder 'Fk)t, and , when 
they took^ tbe^x»th /witk: joy, till :the decree w& t^ 
ceived from Rome, and the dkcuBsion' b^pm^ tibkOl 
has never yet ceased. All the miseries of Ireland, 



which are^ so pt'ominendy brought forward in evety 

discussion of tlie gruat (jucstion which now divides 
us, are proved by one of your own comnmnicui, to 
have been solely occasioned ly the Romish Priesthood. 
Eren within the last thirty years, the refusal of the 
government, to grant the indulgence of seats in Par^ 
liament, was in a f»reat measure owing to the iiUerfe- 
rence of the Priesthood .- who disavowed the sanctions, 
and the securities ; the restrictions, and the Veto, 
which the laity would willingly have conceded. Thtts 
hazv the laity, uniformly been sacri^ced to their Pi'iesti i 
whose claims are unlimited, as the usurpations of the 
past — 'who would never be satisfied, till all has been 
restored, as in the years of their pomp, and power; 
when the decisions of theologians in their closets,' 
could agitate the nations of Europe, and shake the 
thrones of kings. 

"The Catholic Religion, and the policy of the Ca- 
tholic States," you tell us, "have been un&irly con- 
founded." We might answer, that their objection- 
able policy, may be uniformly traced to tlie influence 
of the Priests, of which the Protestant complains— 
We affirm also, that nearly every ■war, vekicA has 
afflicled Europe, as well as the intolernble cruelties 
which disgraced them; from the time of the ambi- 
tious, and canonized Hildebrand, to the tempest 
which is now beginning again to shake the Conti- 
nent ; may be traced to the asserted prettnsions of 
the Pope ! and the labors of his ceUbute Janizaries, 

th^.P jVni^ )>.PfiiflfitJ|(Yf ^j , ^,1,, _,_,p 31.11,1, ii^uii u:ni-i 
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, " Hereditary bondmen ! know ye not 
" Who would be free — themselves must strike thie 
'^ blow.'' 

Why will ye not be free ? Why will ye not 
break the fetters, which rivet you to the yoke of 
"Rome ? Why will ye not imperiously deinaricl 
of your Priesthood, that a Council be called, with 
the Pope at its heald, to rescind the decisions, 
which compel your exclusion? Why wiU ye not 
exercise your reason, and your senses; and follow 
the honourable example of the noblemen, and gen- 
tlemen of England, who rejoiced at their real emanci- 
^"pation froni bondage ; and who forsook their ancient 
ehsliaver, arid spurned the degradation of foreign m- 
nuehce, in the plenitude of its might, and strength ?— 
"Are you more wise, or more noble than they? — Must 
the government^ and the Protestants of England^ lie 
Required to concede every thing — the dearest, the 
iriost sacred, and the most valued — that the concilia* 
tion of parties -may be effected, and the Hqmianisis 

^e required to yield nothing ? Can you seriously be- 

■It *■,.,,' . •' • . " . . ■ " .'■"'".',>"'■ 

Ijeve, whatever be the excited clamor, or the preya- 

feht delusions ; that the people of this country, even 

tfthey were inclined to yield to your petitions, '^ill 

place you above them, as their rulers, without one 

concession oh the part of your Priesthood; or with- 

out some security, for the safety of thp^e institutions, 

which ttey iave obtained at the price of so mudi 

fat)6r^ expence, and blood ? If we grant pohiical 

eminence^ and authority to the sti^ects^ dna sldties 

qf^ihe Prtesti:Ood^ ao we not grant eminence io thiii 
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Priesthood itself f Is it expected, that weijhall be 
deceived by the word Emaitcipation, when the real 
claim is power? Shall we close our eyes to the re- 
markable fact, that your pretensions are utterly ab*- 
surd, as a matter of right ;ybrjO(OW?^' is a tmstfor the 
benefit of the governed^ and not of the governor^ ; 
arid every state must possess the privilege of deciding 
the qualifications of its Senators. The arguments 
upon which the whole of your claims, are rested, may 
be reduced to two — ^the danger, if we do not grant 
them — and the liberality, or candor, if we do. 17«- 
less it can be demonstrated^ that your restoration to 
power, would benefit Protestant England, we should 
be' guilty of unworthy cowardice, if we yielded to the 
first of these motives — if to the latter, of contemptible 
weakness. 

In the mean time, if Protestant England continues 
firm — if it is mindful of the high rank, to which the 
Providence of God has raised it among the nations, 
to be the only great Power, whose Government is ejsr 
clmively Protestant, and able to act as the J^rotector 
of true liberty, both civil, and religious — if it fulfij 
rightly the solemn duty thus imposed upon it, by d^e 
Almighty; then the Reformation will as slowly, and 
as surely, establish itself in Ireland, as it has already 
done in England. Truth must conquer. The su- 
premacy of Rome must iall. The dominion of its 
Priesthood must eventually yield, before the united 
influence, of a reasbnipg people, ^ wis^ and paternal 
Government, and a Sovereign, mindful of tli<^ tenui'e 
by which his throne is maintained. The Romanist 



114' APPEAL. 

Noblemen and Gentlemen^ who refuse to throw off 
the debasing yoke of tifeir Priesthood, may remain^ 
for some years longer^ the splendid victims of a just 
and necessary policy — but the present age, and the 
posterity, for which our rulers must ever legislate, 
shall thank us for our unbending resistance to the 
influence of the Church of Rome; and for preserv- 
ing unimpaired to our children, the Protestant Mo- 
narchy, Government, and Religion, which we have 
derived from our fathers. 



Y I N 1 s. 



Frandi Humble, Printer, Durham. 
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